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I. THIS “age of the common man” 
when distinctions of race, color, hered- 
ity, even creed are minimized, ignored, 
or denied, we need to remember that God 
has always dealt with men as men and 
never on the basis of one nation or indi- 
vidual as being essentially superior to an- 
other. The Jews were God's chosen 
people, but this was not because of an 
inherent worth or because they were 
great in number, but because God loved 
them and because He would fulfill His 
promise to one man, Abraham, who had 
faith toward Him. 


The Bible declares that God is calling 
men and women to Himself—people 
who, for the most part, are foolish, weak, 
and base, people who are nothing, rather 
than wise, mighty, and noble. 

In the divine economy there are no 
“lesser breeds without the law’; there 
are only sinners. 


When man stands before God, the 
question of equality is not debatable; all 
are equally sinners; all equally stand un- 
der the just condemnation of a holy, 
righteous God; and to all, God offers His 
love, His salvation, Himself on equal 
terms—"by grace through faith.” 

We—in sinful, self-righteous pride— 
tend to create artificial distinctions which 
God does not recognize. The question of 
sin becomes an academic, theological 
proposition to which we, as good Bible- 
believing men and women, gladly assent. 
At the same time, in our hearts we add, 
“I am not as other men, extortioners, un- 





just, adulterers.’’ But God says we are. 
In our abominable, self-righteous pride 
we make even God's gift of faith, where- 
by we receive Christ into our hearts, a 
work of merit and righteousness which 
gives us some standing with God, rather 
than in humility recognizing that this— 
together with salvation—is God's free 
gift. 

All men—respectable and disrepu- 
table—men of good will and good works 
and adulterers—thieves and murderers 
as well as Bible-believing Christians 
(apart from the indwelling Spirit) are 
worthless, vile, and utterly incapable of 
doing anything that is good in an abso- 
lute sense or any work which has the 
merit of creating acceptability with God. 
We must therefore know personally that 
we are sinners, that in us, that is in our- 
selves, there dwells no good thing, but 
only evil; that all our supposed right- 
eousness in God's sight is as filthy rags. 
We must understand that we with all 
men are equally sinners in that we are 
equally members of a sinful human race, 
that all of us equally have a corrupted, 
sinful nature incapable of doing good; 
that all of us naturally are in a state of 
sin until saved by God and that because 
we are sinners, we sin. 

We must constantly remind ourselves 
that Christ came to save sinners to Him- 
self, not to call righteous men; that it 
was for sinners that Christ died; and that 
it is as sinners by grace because of 
Christ's finished work at Calvary that 
God for Christ's sake receives us. 

(Continued on page 30) 


Further Light on Hershey 
Just to keep the record straight, in re- 


gard to the first letter in Repercussions 


in the March issue [the writer felt that 
Hershey's name should not have been in- 
cluded in a paragraph on Christian phi- 
lanthropist in a His article}, Mr. Hershey 
may not have been giving an open testi- 
mony as Wanamaker and Crowell, but 
he gave some evidences of Christianity 
in his life. I was a pastor of the Evan- 
gelical Congregational Church of Pal- 
myra, just three miles from Hershey. ... 
Mr. Hershey was trained in the strict 
faith of the Reformed Mennonite 
Church. . . . He married a Roman Cath- 
olic lady, and this tended to keep him 
away from the churches. About 1935 he 
gave a large sum of money to each of the 
churches in Hershey—Catholic and 
Protestant; he had in his employ a chap- 
lain at the Industrial School. The last 
one I knew was from the United Breth- 
ren, a very strong Bible-preaching 
church. . . . Perhaps the churches were 
not as effective as they should have been 
in their witness to him. 
Cedarville, Ill. THE Rev. R. S, WILSON 


God Can Use Our Talents 

A strong objection should be register- 
ed to the article by John Paterson in the 
March His, ‘‘Can God Use My Talents?” 
Whether the gift is a so-called “natural” 
one which we received at birth, or a 
“spiritual” one which we received when 
we were born anew in Him, it was nevet- 
theless from the hand of the good and 
wise Creator, from whom every good and 
perfect gift descends, as we are told in 
James 1:17. 

God does not in any sense ‘‘put to 
death” or refuse to use our eyes and 
hands and feet when we become Chris- 
tians. And yet the members of our bodies 
were “instruments of unrighteousness’ 

(Continued on page 31, column 2) 
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From the Inter-Varsity Booksheli: 


Making Contact 


Of all the methods of spreading the 
gospel the simplest and the most re- 
warding is conversation. It can be un- 
dertaken by anyone. It is more personal 
and penetrating than preaching, and is 
far more direct There is no escape from 
its intention, A distinguished preacher, 
whom God honored much in his wit- 
ness, told me that nearly every conver- 
sion in his church took place not di- 
rectly through preaching, but by per- 
sonal conversation and individual deal- 
ing. 
Ta the first place much depends on 
the attitude we adopt to the matter. 
There is a difference between being will- 
ing to testify for Christ “should the op- 
portunity present itself” and a deliberate 
going out of the way to make openings. 
Needless to say the most successful per- 
sonal workers are all found in the lat- 
ter category. 

Tact must be shown in the reception 
of any approach made from the other 
side, for not all mankind is as reserved 
as the average Christian seems to be! 
For example we may be asked if we have 
seen a recent film. If, in reply, we sniff, 
raise our eyes to the ceiling and an- 
nounce, “I never go to the cinema,” any 
chance of influencing the person con- 
cerned will probably have gone. If, in- 
stead, we ask what is especialy interest- 
ing about it, and proceed from that to 
discuss the good and bad effects of films 
in general, we have a chance of prepar- 
ing the ground for a reasonable state- 
ment of our own position which may 
easily lead to further discussion. This 
quality of ‘“‘gumption” enables us to 
choose the right opportunity for speak- 
ing and to make the most of any open- 
ings presented to us. 


This condensed portion is from a chapter of 
the Inter-Varsity booklet Personal Work by 
Percy O. Ruoff. Price is 85c . This book and 
all other IVCF publications are available at 
a 20 per cent discount to all His subscribers 
who include their code number when order- 
ing (shown under the subscriber address on 
magazine wrapper or back cover). U.S. sub- 
scribers may order from IVCF, 64 West Ran- 
dolph, Chicago 1. Canadian subscribers should 
write to IVCF’s Canadian office, 30 St. Mary, 
Toronto 5, for Canadians rates on all pub- 
lications. 









Bi JUNE, 1948, while visiting friends 
in Kashiwa, I met the wife of War 
Crimes prisoner Nishizawa-San. Nishi- 
zawa-San was not an ordinary prisoner, 
because someone had given him a Bible 
and through reading it he had been 
wonderfully saved. Still, though many 
people had written and others had signed 
letters to General MacArthur asking for 
his reprieve, and though his case had 
been reviewed, he was to be hanged. 

But let me tell you about my visits to 
Nishizawa-San and other prisoners with 
him. 


When I began visiting the prison, be- 
cause Nishizawa-San himself had asked 
for me, I had no trouble getting a spe- 
cial pass to see him; but as time went on 
and the number of War Crimes prisoners 
increased to more than eleven hundred, 
it became increasingly difficult to get 
in; now no prisoner can have more than 
one visitor per month. He is to choose 
whom he wants: a member of the 
family, a friend, or an adviser. There- 
fore, it has become increasingly difficult 
for me to get in. But in all this experi- 
ence, our blessed Lord has proved His 








faithfulness in keeping His promise thy 
when He putteth forth His sheep, ki 
goeth before them! Although I hy 
been told quite emphatically that | 
would never be allowed to see more thay 
one prisoner at a time, I have twice visi. 
ed with two prisoners together, and late 
when the difficulty in getting passes be. 
gan to increase, a fine Christian Genen 
of the Army became interested in th 
work and asked if it could not be g. 
ranged to have the condemned men join 
me in a little meeting now and then 
he received a frank, determined “No 
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lady gets in here!” But his interest was 

apreat encouragement. 

Day by day, through the testimony of 
Nishizawa-San, other men came to be- 
lieve and to get together in twos to 
read and study God’s Word. Now there 
ae ten. It has been a great joy to visit 
them and answer their questions as to 
the Christian way of life. Only two of 
them had ever had any church connec- 
tions of any sort before; yet there has 
tly been a wave of revival blessing 
passing from one to the other as they 
spend practically all their days singing 
hymns, studying the Word, and praying 
together. 

In October they asked me to try to 
arrange for them to be baptized. Since 
the only chaplain attached to the prison 
isa Roman Catholic priest, I finally ar- 

| tanged for a Baptist chaplain to come 
| up from Yokohama; on October 20, he 
| baptized nine of them in a large Japan- 
se style bath. 

The tenth man also desired baptism 
but feared his knowledge of the Word 
insufficient for the pre-baptism exam- 
ination, so he is hoping to receive bap- 
tism later, Father Walsh, who attended 
the ceremony as prison chaplain, and 
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Japanese prison 


by Irene Webster-Smith 


Chaplain Evans, who baptized the men, 
told me that they were surprised at the 
understanding answers the men gave and 
and also at the earnest testimony each 
one spoke. Each said that he had never 
heard anything more convincing and 
clear. You can imagine how I should 
like to have been there to see and hear it 
all! 

Last November 1, I woke up in the 
morning with a real concern to see Nish- 
izawa-San. With three regular Bible 
classes at three different universities, my 
schedule was very full, but I felt con- 
strained to go and see him. The officials 
at the legal section of the prison were 
most kind and arranged for me to go at 
once on a pass that would not interfere 
with his wife’s visit to him. Since the 
family had no idea when the execution 
would take place, they always made their 
visit as early in each month as they could, 
and this was the first day of November. 
A surge of joy flooded over me as I saw 
the joyous expression on Nishizawa- 
San’s face when he saw me. Immediate- 
ly he said, “Why, only this morning I 
had asked God to send you or my wife 
to see me!” 

We had a joyful forty-five minutes 


together reveling in God’s wonderful 
promises; as I gave them to him, he 
would write them down to share later 
with his fellow-prisoners. As I was 
about to leave he told me that he did not 
expect to see me again and gave me mes- 
sages for his wife and parents in case 
he did not see them again. 

On Saturday, November 6, instead of 
praying for him as usual, I felt there 
was no further need for prayer for him, 
and I praised God instead for his safe 
arrival Home; the very next morning, 
I received the following letter from 
him: 

November 1, 1948 
MOTHER SMITH, 

I appreciate you sincerely and that you 
saw me again and gave me kind encour- 
agement sharing your busy time, and 
also thank you by the name of the Lord 
with the other brethren; hearing that 
the favor of baptism was realized by 
your unusual efforts. 

I am living thankful days believing 
that I may receive salvation of the Holy 
Ghost on my last day and entirely trust- 
ing in Him, that “for to me (saved by 
the grace of God) to live is Christ, and 
to die is gain.” 











Irene Webster-Smith, author of this ar- 
ticle, is the Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship staff member for Japan. Although her 
ministry is primarily among Japanese uni- 
versity students, she has found time in the 
past few months to visit War Crimes prison- 
ers—the activity described in this article. 
Her address, for students who wish to write, 
is Irene Webster-Smith, Tokyo Foreign Mis- 
sionary, A.P.O. 500, c/o Postmaster, San 
Francisco, California. 


Please give your kind direction to my 
family and also to the families of the 


following persons hereafter . . . [Here 
he furnished me the names and addresses 
of six families that he wanted me to 
contact and pray for.} 

I pray your good health by the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and God the 
Father, and the land of Japan will be 
reconstructed as the Kingdom of God. 

Yours sincerely, 


A Saved Sinner 
M. NIsHIZAWA 


That same morning, Sunday, just as 
I was leaving home for our Friends 
Meeting, my landlady, who is ill and 
often needs help, asked me to do some- 
thing for her. I was so delayed that I 
was running to catch my streetcar when 
a Japanese gentleman driving a little 
Austin pulled up beside me and said that 
since I was in such a hurry, he thought 
he should take me where I wanted to 
go. I learned from him that he was go- 
ing nowhere near the Friends Meeting, 
but that he was going very near the 
Chapel Center, so I decided to go there 
and worship with the Allied Forces. 

After the services were over, a tall 
American sergeant came up to me and 
asked if I were not a missionary. Then 
he told me that he thought he had seen 
me at Sugamo Prison and was sure I 
would be interested in knowing that 
the two men I had been visiting had 
been executed the day before. He added 
that they had certainly died trium- 
phantly. 

A little later, I had a letter from one 
of their Christian fellow-prisoners, and 
because it gave me such abiding joy and 
satisfaction, I want to publish it so that 
others may see what our Heavenly Father 
is doing in answer to prayer: 
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December 6, 1948 
To My DEAR MOTHER SMITH, 

I am very pleased I got your kind 
greeting again through a medical ser- 
geant this morning. He said if I should 
like to send a letter to you he would 
help me to do it. Availing myself of 
his kindness, I write it to you imprudent- 
ly in my poor hand. 

Now we are in a happy life of belief 
and faith to God, our Lord, under this 
blessed circumstances. Though we have 
not yet seen you, Mother, we made ac- 
quaintance with you in mind by late 
Mr. Nishizawa. Since then, how much 
we have been blessed by your very 
mercy! By the pamphlets of leading our 
believes. By your preach to us through 
Mr. Nishizawa. Moreover, we nine 
Christian, by your great efforts could 
get baptism by Jesus Christ’s name on 
October 20, for which all of us had 
longed. By that bless, we gave up our 
sinful bodies in this world, and was 
newly born as God’s children in the 
spiritual one. We appreciate you and 
others’ favors to us. Since then, we have 
more and more devoted ourselves as true 
God’s servants to God, our Lord. 

As you have already been known, our 
both brothers Mr, Nishizawa and Mr. 
Shibano ascended to heaven by God's 
calling on 6 last month. Though it was 
expected, it gave us a great sorrow. Their 
last figures have never been forgotten 
to me. Then they hold their own Bibles 
and hymn books in their manacled 
hands, and left this block singing to- 
gether the both sacred songs of ‘‘Near- 
er, My God, to Thee’ and “God Be 
With You Till We Meet Again,” which 
we left Christians did for them, and 
flinging their last greetings to us in 
smile. I think they comfortably received 
God's calling, and now are in His merci- 
ful paradise. Especially Mr. Nishizawa 
always led us new Christians and made 
our believes to God stronger and deeper. 
So we are very sorry only both of them 
received God’s calling and also we can- 
not obtain his lead any more. 

However we are spending the life of 
believe at praying, at singing together 
the sacred ones every morning and even- 
ing. And we keep it by making the 
















Bible as a merely rudder of our lig 
Besides every Sunday we hold chur 
service by permission of the authoriti, 
Divided into two groups, four men 
a cell, we do thankful prayer readiy 
the Bible, singing together the sac 
ones, and what not. We enjoy this lit 
of ours by earnestly devoting ourselys 
to God our Lord. 

Other Christians greet you with ple. 
sure too, 

It would have mercy on us if % 
should get your letter of preachmay 
sometimes hereafter. God’s glory be with 
you, Mother. Very respectfully yours, 

H. IsHizaki 

A little later, in a public addres 
the aforementioned Christian Genend 
commented on the wonder-working 
power of God that can take men like 
these, convicted of vicious crimes, ands 
change them as to enable them to give 
such joyous, convincing testimony to the 
cleansing power of the precious blood 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Who can help 
but praise Him for that precious blood! 
How we praise God for Him who knew 
no sin, yet became sin for us that we 
might be made the righteousness of God 
in Him! Truly such knowledge is too 
wonderful for us! 

After these things, I learned that at 
this particular time Nishizawa-San’s wife 
had gone down to his parents’ home and 
had offered them the privilege of visit 
ing him; as it happened, none of his 
family got there in time to see him 
again. 









































His mother came to Tokyo with his | ° 
wife on her return, and they asked me 
to conduct a memorial service for him 





in their home. Although it was pouring 
rain, the meeting was well attended, and 
many shed tears as they heard testimony 
to what God had done for this man and 
how he had been used to lead his fellow- 
prisoners to Christ. At the end of the 
service, a lady told me that she also was 
the wife of a War Crimes prisonet, 
Suzuki-San, one of the twenty-five not- 
able prisoners, and said that she would 
give up her monthly visits to see him if 
I would go. She said that she wanted 
her husband, too, to come tc know the 
(Continued on page 6, column 2) 
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i HAD HOPED, the fighter pilot who 

lad visited me and bragged of his 

itheism returned to my tent. Gone was 

his cocksure atheism; instead he pro- 
unded a careful agnosticism. 

“Well, Chaplain,” he said, “I sure got 
out on a limb when I said I was an 
atheist last time. I get your point. No- 
body knows enough to be an actual athe- 
ist because—unless he knows everything 
—the thing he doesn’t know might be 
God. Well, I’ve thought it through one 
way and another, and now I’ve decided 
that I don’t know whether there’s a God 
or not. That’s what they call agnostic- 
ism, isn’t it?” 

“Right,” said I. “And that’s a ten- 
able position, and an honest one. Let me 
congratulate you on thinking things 
through.” 

My enthusiasm surprised him, for he 
had expected an attack on the tenability 
of agnosticism. But I did not intend to 
attack it, for an agnostic is usually tell- 
ing the truth when he says that he does 
not know, whereas an atheist is saying 
too much when he affirms that there is 
no God. 

“But, Chaplain,” said he, ‘“‘aren’t you 
gonna say anything about agnosticism? 
Aren’t you gonna answer its arguments ?”” 

“What kind of agnostic are you?” I 
asked him. 

“I didn’t know there were different 
kinds,” 

“Oh, yes. There’s the agnostic who 
says ‘I do not know anything about God’ 
and there’s the agnostic who says ‘I don’t 
know and nobody else knows.’ Now, if 
you are of the latter variety, I want to 
know how you—who don’t know every- 

ing—happen to know that I don’t 
know !”” 

“Listen,” said the pilot, laughing, 
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“I’m not going to climb out on that 
limb of knowing all again. I’m just a 
plain, ordinary agnostic, first class. If I 
say that nobody knows, I can’t prove it. 
No, I just don’t know, period. But what 
about the arguments for agnosticism?” 

“Arguments?” I asked. “How can ag- 
nosticism, which does not know, have 
any arguments? Listen. Pretend this is a 
murder trial and you are a witness and I 
am the prosecutor, cross-examining. I 
ask you, ‘Are you sure that the accused 
man here committed the crime in the 
circumstances alleged?’ And you say ‘I 
don’t know!’ So I ask you, ‘Tell the 
Court what you know about it!’ And you 
reply, ‘I don’t know anything about it!’ 
I would have every right to say to you 
‘Step down! You are wasting the time 
of the Court!’ ” 

“Yeah, but, Chaplain,” interrupted 
the pilot, “does that mean that you've 
got to swallow anything that any Tom, 
Dick, and Harry claims he knows?” 

“No,” said I, “but you must honestly 
examine both the witness and the evi- 
dence. I know that believers who really 
know God are a minority, but you can 
take it from me that there are just as 
many true believers in God among states- 
men or scientists as among farmers or 
washerwomen. Both Harry Truman, 
President of the United States, and King 





DOWN 


by J. Edwin Orr 


George VI are believers in God. Both 
General MacArthur and General Mont- 
gomery are believers. And, as for scien- 
Wii... 

“Okay, okay,” he said quickly, ‘‘that’ll 
do for now.” And he left. 

He had not come to chapel before, 
but he was there the following Sunday. 
His mind, hitherto blinded by a false 
philosophy, was now open. Philosophy 
could not save him, but false philosophy 
could damn him. Week by week he heard 
the Word of God, and then, thanks be to 
God, he became one of the hundred and 
eleven of that outfit of a thousand who 
accepted Christ as personal Saviour. I 
baptized him in the breakers of the Pa- 
cific, 

Our medical officer on Morotai was 
also an agnostic. He was a brilliant ob- 
stetrician from Philadelphia, though, of 
course, that was not his specialty in the 
Thirteenth Air Force. He and I shared 
a foxhole on the beachhead, and we 
liked to debate political science, philos- 
ophy, and religion whenever there were 
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pauses between alerts, alarms, and all- 
clears. 

“You see, Chaplain,” said the doc- 
tor, “I know all your arguments for God, 
but I think that God is an anthropomor- 
phic idea, that’s all. The Solomon Island- 
er hears a peal of thunder and says that is 
God, God is a term to cover his igno- 
rance. The Hindu villager hears of an 
outbreak of some epidemic or other, so 
he burns incense in the temple, for God 
is angry, he says, But the civilized and 
educated man knows the origin of thun- 
der and epidemics. But he does not know 
everything. So he writes God across the 
face of his ignorance—God is the Mind 
of the Universe, God is the First Great 
Cause, and so on. My contention is that, 
as the frontiers of knowledge are pushed 
onward, the idea of God will shrink with 
the conquest of ignorance. God does not 
make man in His own image. Man makes 
God in his own image. God is only an 
idea in the minds of men.” 

“Very well expressed, Doc,” said I. 
“But how do you account for the fact 
that there are nonbelievers among the 
most ignorant, and believers among the 
world’s best educated? Besides,” I went 
on, “your illustration of the Solomon 
Islander falls down, Supposing you ask a 
fuzzy-wuzzy Islander if he has ever 
heard of King George. He replies, ‘Me 
belong King George. Me British subject.’ 
Then you ask ‘Have you ever seen King 
George?’ And he replies ‘No, King 
George live very far away, never see 
him.’ Then you ask him, “What do you 
think King George is like?’ and he tells 
you ‘He very big chief.’ And you ask 
him “What is a very big chief like?’ And 
he tells you ‘Solomon Islands chief have 
hundred wives, so King George very big 
chief have two thousand wives.’ That's 
a rather primitive idea of constitutional 
monarchy. 

“But ask the educated Aussie about 
the King, and he tells you that you don’t 
understand constitutional monarchy, that 
the King does not rule Australia, that he 
reigns as a symbol of the Commonwealth. 
Then you can meet Englishmen in Lon- 
don who went to Cambridge with King 
George and know that he is just a human 
being like themselves, though they have 


high respect for his qualities and his 
office. Then the American has a different 
idea of the king and kingship, and the 
Russian Communist has a different idea 
still. 

“But the point that I’m making is that 
all the different ideas held about King 
George do not change the character of 
King George. 

“And all the different ideas about God 
do not change the character of God. How 
can we know? Only by revelation. God 
reveals Himself to us.” END 


IVCF Visits a Japanese Prison 
(Continued from page 4) 


Lord Jesus Christ as his Saviour; I am 
hoping that a request will come from 
him, so that I may visit him, too. I 
bought Bibles for each of these twenty- 
five men; and I enclosed the Scripture 
Gift Mission tract, “The Way of Sal- 
vation,” the booklet, “Guide to Faith” 
by a Japanese pastor, Sawamura-San, and 
a few other helps. I pray daily that these 
might be used to the salvation of at 
least some of these men. 

“They that sow in tears shall reap 
in joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, 
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless 
come again with rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him” (Psalm 126:5-6). 

Another great joy came to me when, 
on my busiest day—Christmas Eve—a 
letter came from Tezuka-San, the young- 
est prisoner and one whom I had had 
the joy of leading to Christ in October. 
And now he, too, was offering to sacri- 
fice seeing any other visitor if only I 
would come to see him! I did visit him 
and we had precious fellowship ponder- 
ing the beautiful passages in Romans 8. 
Then he told me of another prisoner, 
Kamishimbara-San, who wanted to give 
up all other visitors in order to have 
some time to talk with me about the 
things of God. After we had prayed 
together and I was just ready to leave, 
Tezuka-San said to me, “Sensai, I feel 
that I will soon be seeing the Lord Jesus 
myself, so that I may be seeing Him 
even before you do! Is there anything 
that you would like me to tell Him for 
you?” 

On January 19th I was allowed to see 





his friend, Kamishimbara-San. Becayy 
of the contact he had already had with 
believing prisoners, this twenty-fow. 
year-old criminal was quite prepared tp 
accept our blessed Lord as his own pe. 
sonal Saviour; and the joy that we ha 
as we talked about the things pertaining 
to salvation was so apparent that th 
attending G. I. guards took notice and 
seemed impressed with his sincerity, Be. 
fore I left he asked me to write to his 
mother and tell her of his newfound 
joy in salvation; and he further requested 
that I send a Bible to his younger brother 
in the hope that he too might be saved, 

There are twelve prisoners in this 
particular block of the prison, and gradv- 
ally arrangements have been worked out 
so that they are permitted every morning 
and evening to go to each other's cell 
for a short visit; the visiting is so plan- 
ned that each man at one time or another 
has the opportunity of visiting with 
every other man in the block. That way, 
every man has the privilege of hearing 
every other man’s testimony, and if any- 
one has any particular blessing or gift he 
is able in time to share it with every other 
prisoner. On Sundays they are allowed 
to get together in groups of four. I 
send out suggestions for the Scripture 
readings and whatever helps for the wor- 
ship I can give. 

Kamishimbara-San was delighted that 
two more condemned men had asked 
to join them in their worship and was 
especially pleased that they were talented 
in music so that they could direct them 
in their singing. They are now practic- 
ing hymns two or three times a week to- 
gether. 

Since this work is a type of thing | 
had never expected to do, I feel that it 
is wholly our Lord’s doings; and it is 
a great comfort to me to know that there 
are hosts of Christian friends and be 
lievers around the world who are up- 
holding daily the missionaries on the 
field before the Throne of Grace. -How 
precious the thought that “. . . as his 
part is that goeth down to battle, so shall 
his part be that tarrieth by the stuff: they 
shall part alike” (I Samuel 30:24). 

END 
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The Second Coming of Christ 


Disa TWO THOUSAND yeafs ago 
eleven men stood on a hill outside of 
Jerusalem, looking up toward heaven in 
great bewilderment, They had just been 
talking with their Master, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who had recently been 
raised from the dead. Suddenly He had 
begun to rise up into the heavens, and 
now a cloud had received Him out of 
their sight. The eleven men looked up 
bewildered, wondering, uncertain. Just 
then they noticed, standing beside them, 
two men in white apparel, who addressed 
them as follows: “Ye men of Galilee, 
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? 
this same Jesus who is taken up from 
you into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as you have seen him go into 
heaven,”’? 

The disciples went back into Jerusa- 
lem. There they continued in prayer for 
a number of days. At the end of that time 
Pentecost occurred. The Holy Spirit 
came down from heaven and filled them 
with energy and spiritual power so that 
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by Allan A. MacRae 


they went out carrying the message of 
salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Through this message individuals were 
converted, one by one, to salvation 
through faith in Christ. Within a few 
decades groups of Christians could be 
found in every section of the Roman 
empire; in three centuries they had be- 
come so numerous, despite persecution 
and martyrdom, that the mighty empire 
capitulated and Christianity became its 
leading religion. 

During this time of wide expansion 
Christians had continued to expect the 
return of their Lord, Their religion was 
not simply a matter of ethics; they did 
not merely go out and urge people to 
obey the Golden Rule or to do good. 
They were the bearers of good news, de- 
claring the glad tidings that Jesus had 
paid the penalty for sin, and that all who 
should believe on Him would receive a 
new life in Christ. Yet this was not all 
of their message. Even as they looked 
back to something wonderful which had 


occurred, they also looked forward to 
something wonderful that was going to 
occur, All through the New Testament 
we find it clearly indicated that the Chris- 
tian has both a backward and a forward 
look. Every time that the words of the 
Apostle Paul in I Corinthians 11 are 
read in the Communion service we find 
this note brought out: “For as often as ye 
eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
shew the Lord’s death till he come.’* 
Christians look back to the Lord’s death 
as the foundation of their belief and of 
their life; they look forward to the time 
when He will come back to this earth 
again as the culmination of all their 
hopes and desires for fullness of joy 
and glory. 

In the first epistle which Paul wrote 
he described the faith of the Thessalon- 
ians as having these two aspects, He 
praised them because they had “turned to 
God from idols to serve the living and 
true God; and to wait for his Son from 
heaven, whom he raised from the dead, 





even Jesus, which delivered us from the 
wrath to come.’’® From the very begin- 
ning of the spread of the gospel this 
note had been stressed. It continued to 
enjoy prominence in the writings of the 
various apostles. That Paul had no 
change of heart regarding the impor- 
tance of the return of Christ in later 
years is clearly shown in the last books 
he wrote.* His final epistle, II Timothy, 
contains these words: “I charge thee 
therefore before God, and the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick 
and the dead at his appearing and his 
kingdom—’® The last book of the Bible, 
the Revelation of John, centers around 
the great theme that Jesus Christ is to 
return to this earth to put an end to 
everything that is evil and to establish 
His power as absolutely supreme. 

Someone has counted 318 references 
to the second coming of Christ in the 
260 chapters of the New Testament. If 
we pay attention only to what Jesus has 
done in the past and neglect what He has 
promised to do in the future, we are ig- 
noring one of the elements of our reli- 
gion which was most stressed in the days 
of the apostles. 


How Will Christ Return? 


In view of the great prominence which 
the New Testament gives to the return 
of Christ, it is important that we know 
something about it. What does the Bible 
teach as to its details? Is Christ to be 
born again into this world as a babe, or 
is He to return as a full-grown man? Is 
it possible to interpret the return of 
Christ as merely a way of describing His 
reception of Christians when they die? 
Was His coming fulfilled in the descent 
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost ? 

This last suggestion need not con- 
cern us long. While it is true that Christ 
promised that He would be our spiritual 
companion in this life, the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit at Pentecost is not what is 
meant by His return. Since the New 
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Testament has many statements looking 
forward to the return of Christ which 
were written after Pentecost, it is plain 
that they indicate something which was 
still future long after the descent of the 
Spirit. At the very end of the Bible we 
find the prayer: “Even so, come, Lord 
Jesus.’’® 

Many questions as to the manner of 
the return of Christ can be quickly an- 
swered by observing the statement of 
the two angels at the ascension: “This 
same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner 
as ye have seen him go into heaven.’” 
It is hard to see how this could refer to 
the reception of the individual Christian 
at death. Plainly it does not describe the 
birth of a baby but the descent of a full- 
grown man, It gives a very clear picture 
of some vital features of the event. His 
ascension into heaven was physical and 
His return is to be physical. His ascen- 
sion was visible, and His return will be 
visible. Revelation 1:7 declares: ‘“Be- 
hold, he cometh with clouds; and every 
eye shall see him, and they also which 
pierced him: and all kindreds of the 
earth shall wail because of him.” Jesus 
Himself declared to the high priest that 
the time would come when men would 
see Him “sitting on the right hand of 
power, and coming in the clouds of 
heaven.’’® 

In addition to these features, we note 
that the ascension was rather sudden. At 
one moment the disciples were convers- 
ing with Him, An instant later, ‘‘while 
they beheld, he was taken up.” His re- 
turn also is to be a sudden event. He said 
to His disciples: “Therefore be ye also 
ready: for in such an hour as ye think 
not the Son of man cometh.”® Paul 
stated that “the day of the Lord so com- 
eth as a thief in the night.’’?° 

Thus what the angel said when Christ 
ascended gives us certain points of very 
definite knowledge about the manner of 
His return. 

We should notice, in addition, certain 
other aspects of the return of our Lord. 
This time He will not come in meekness 
and humility, but in power and authority, 
All the forces of wickedness shall wail 





because of Him, for He will completely 
overthrow them.*? 

The return of Christ is to be a time 
of reunion with loved ones, for all who 
have died in Christ will be restored to 
life at His return: ‘Them also which 
sleep in Jesus will God bring with him, 
. . . For the Lord himself shall descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel, and with the trump of 
God: and the dead in Christ shall rise 
first.” 22 

This resurrection, however, does not 
indicate a return to the same type of 
bodily life, replete with possibilities of 
pain and weakness which have charac. 
terized human existence on this planet 
since man was cursed because of Adam’s 
sin.18 The New Testament teaches that 
the resurrection of believers will involve 
the removal of the curse, and the acquisi- 
tion of a body free from infirmity or cor- 
ruption, made like the resurrection body 
of Christ Himself. Paul says: ‘We shall 
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
in a moment, in the twinkling of an 
eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet 
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
For this corruptible must put on incor- 
ruption, and this mortal must put on 
immortality.”’24 

So we observe that the return of Christ 
has very different effects on different 
people. To the forces of wickedness and 
cruelty it means terrible retribution, and 
a complete end of their power. To the 
Christian it means an end to the infirmity 
and weakness of life under the cutse, re- 
union with loved ones, and association 
with Christ in the glory of His victory 
over sin and death. 

Even a careless reader of the Bible 
can easily see that the second coming of 
Christ is not a figurative expression for 
some great forward step in human s0- 
ciety, but a statement of a glorious event 
which will occur through the mighty 
power of the Creator. Jesus Christ will 
return to this earth in the same body in 
which He left it nineteen hundred years 
ago. He will come suddenly, in ovet- 
powering strength, putting an end to the 
power of all who oppose the will of God. 
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This is clearly taught in the Bible, and 
| all instructed Christians believe these 
| preat facts. 
When we get beyond the points which 
we have mentioned we find that there is 
much disagreement among Christians re- 
garding details associated with the return 
of Christ. It is not at all strange that 
this is the case. The Bible does not at- 
tempt to give us an understanding of all 
that could be known about the world. To 
| do this would require the writing of 
| many long sets of books. It does not even 

attempt to explain everything about reli- 

gion, This would require at least an 
‘entire encyclopedia. The Bible gives us 
| what is vital for our knowledge regard- 
ing the things of God. There is much 
| that is written in the Bible so clearly that 

a wayfaring man, though a fool, need 

not err therein. At the same time it 

touches upon a great many things with- 
out fully explaining them, It is most 
important as we approach the Bible that 
we accept its clear teachings and take our 
stand upon them. Having done this, we 
should study other matters that are not 
made equally clear and endeavor to un- 
derstand them, but we should not speak 
dogmatically beyond what is clear. We 
should fit the different passages together 
and try to see exactly what they teach 
about the many points that are not given 
outstanding prominence. Where we find 
that the Bible seems to us to teach a cer- 
tain view we should say, ““This appears 
to me to be the teaching of the Bible,” 
yet we should keep looking for more 
truth as we study the Bible further, We 
should not fall into the common mistake 
of placing great stress on matters about 
which the evidence is insufficient to give 
absolute certainty. It is a common error 
in all types of study, secular as well as 
teligious, to argue most vehemently at 
those points where we expect others to 
disagree with us. This, however, is not 
what advances either science or Bible 
study. We should put our stress where 
the Bible puts it, and try to work together 
in endeavoring to determine the truth 


on the matters which are not similarly 
stressed. 
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The General Secretary’s Trip... 


On April 12, C. Stacey Woods, General 
Secretary of the Canadian and U.S. Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowships, sailed for 
England on the Queen Elizabeth in connection 
with his responsibilities with the International 
Fellowship of Evangelical Students (Inter- 
Varsity international). 

He urgently requests prayer that he may 


be guided clearly and kept physically well 
during this time of constant travel, speaking, 
and planning for the future of the European 
student work. His itinerary, for those who 
wish to follow him in prayer, is as follows: 
April in Norway, May in Germany, June in 
Switzerland, July in France and August in 
Switzerland. 


When Will Christ Return? 


Now we have noticed that the Bible 
puts a great deal of stress on the return 
of Christ and every true Christian should 
put upon this marvelous fact a stress 
comparable to that found in the Bible. 
However, there is a marked difference of 
viewpoint among Christians as to certain 
other matters connected with His return. 
Roughly, Christians can be divided into 
three groups, according to their views of 
these matters, These groups are called 
premillennialists, postmillennialists, and 
amillennialists. They differ, not in their 
idea of the actual return of Christ, but in 
their view of what will occur before or 
after it. Let us briefly note what is essen- 
tial to each of these views. 

The premillennialist finds in the Old 
Testament many passages, such as Isaiah 
2:1-4, 11:4-9, Micah 4:1-4, etc., which 
seem to him to describe a golden age 
upon this earth. These passages depict a 
future period during which wars will en- 
tirely cease, and peace and safety will be 
universal. During this time God will be 
known everywhere, and representatives 
of all the nations will frequently go up 
to Jerusalem to hear His commands. 
From that center God’s Messiah will 
reign over all the world, Premillennial- 
ists believe that this corresponds to the 
“thousand years” which is mentioned six 
times in Revelation 20:1-6 and which, 
on the most natural interpretation of that 
passage, seems to come after the return 
of Christ and before the judgment of the 
finally lost. They interpret the Scripture 
as teaching that at the return of Christ 
only the believers will be raised from 
the dead*® and that these will be united 
with Christ in ruling over the world dur- 
ing the thousand-year period. At the end 
of this period, according to Revelation 


20:7-10, Satan will be loosed for a little 
season, after which Christ will perma- 
nently destroy his power. Then comes 
the resurrection of the wicked dead and 
their final judgment on the ground of 
their wicked deeds,** 

Premillennialists hold that there is 
already in God’s sight a separation be- 
tween the saved and the lost. As soon as 
one is converted he is turned from dark- 
ness to light. His feet are placed on the 
path of eternal fellowship with Christ, 
and eternal life is already his, ‘“‘He that 
believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
life: and he that believeth not the Son 
shall not see life; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him.”?? Premillenialists do 
not believe that any Scripture, correctly 
interpreted, predicts a general judgment 
in which the saved and lost are mixed 
together. 

This is a brief view of the premillen- 
nial interpretation. All premillennialists 
agree on the points that have been men- 
tioned. When we get beyond them into 
further detail we find that there are again 
differences of interpretation among pre- 
millennialists. It is very common for 
those who do not believe in premillen- 
nialism to select certain of these further 
details and try to use them as arguments 
against premillennialism. Some premil- 
lennialists hold correct views on other 
matters, and some hold false views on 
such matters. All this is beside the point, 
It is unfair to drag other matters into 
the discussion of premillennialism. 

Often premillennialism is attacked by 
raising questions regarding the details of 
life during the millennium, Answers to 
such questions may or may not be found 
in the Bible. They do not affect the mat- 
ter under discussion. If the Bible teaches 

(Continued on page 23, column 1) 








A SUBTLE ATTACK has been launched 
upon the Christian faith in America 
which threatens to relegate the Word of 
God to a secondary place and wipe out 
orthodoxy in the major churches. 

Yet most evangelicals saunter com- 
placently along a smug pathway of in- 
difference unmindful of the peril. 

This sinister battle, strangely enough, 
is not being waged in the shadowy habi- 
tats of evil, nor even—as some funda- 
mentalists are so eager to believe—on the 
university campuses, 

No, it’s going on under our noses in 
our own churches—tight in the Sunday 
school. 

While informed evangelicals have 
long been aware of growing heterodoxy 


10 





in Sunday school material published by 
the leading Protestant publishers, recent 
developments are such that Christian 
university men and women must know 
about them. 

Just recently the pastor of a Midwest- 
ern city church was enthusiastically tell- 
ing a friend about the new Sunday school 
lessons for his church. 

“Why, these lessons are going to revo- 
lutionize the thinking of our people,” 
the pastor declared. ‘This curriculum is 
based on ten psychological principles 
found in the Sermon on the Mount.” 

In his enthusiasm, the pastor brushed 
aside questions relating to the Biblical 
content of the new material. 

It is tragically ironic that this preacher 
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serves a church which had its roots in 
an evangelical movement that once swept 
the world with its gospel fervor. , 

This same great Protestant denomina- 
tion in recent weeks has issued lesson 
material and Sunday school papers that 
completely deny the doctrines of Bibli- 
cal Christianity and, instead, present the 
vacuous platitudes of modern liberalism. 

In an official Sunday school paper that 
circulates to several hundred thousand 
young people there appears a serial en- 
titled “The Supreme Adventure.” It is 
an up-to-date version of the life of 
Christ. 

“Who and what was this Jesus?” the 
introduction to the story asks rhetorically. 
“He has often been spoken of as God 
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by Russell T. Mitt 


in human flesh; or again, as part God 
and part man; or again, as man chosen 
by God to represent Himself on the 
earth. 

“But we do not know—how can we 
know ?”” 

One trembles to think of the conse- 
quences of foisting upon young people 
such error concerning Christ's deity. 

But that is only the start. 

“Whatever his nature,” the writers of 
the serial declare, ‘the was, and still is, 
the most gracious and commanding fig- 
ure in the history of the world.” 

Then Sunday school scholars are told: 
"He gave the utmost that any man can 
give—his life, to show man the way 
back to God.” 

This is not the Lamb of God, the 
divine Redeemer, who died to pay the 


1949 


HIS, MAY, 


penalty for our sins. It is the way-shower 
of an already repudiated liberal theology. 

That Jesus learned about the ‘‘father- 
hood of God” from Joseph is described 
in a subsequent installment of the ‘‘ren- 
ovated” life of Christ. 

“In his heart-to-heart talks with his 
father he had gained a very different 
idea of his people’s God—a much more 
gracious and helpful one. His father, 
consciously or unconsciously, had trans- 
lated to him the Fatherhood of God. 
And now God was for him the Great 
Father who looked upon all men, women 
and children as his family—and_ his 
whole desire was for their good and 
happiness.” 

This portrayal of Christ believing in 
the erroneous doctrine of the universal 
fatherhood of God contrasts sharply 
with the scene in the Gospels when Jesus 
told the wicked Jewish leaders, “You 
are of your father the devil.” 

In a lesson dealing with “the birth of 
the Saviour,” children are told: “God 
sent His Son into the world because He 
loves us.” That’s a good start but in the 
next breath the writer denies the cardinal 
doctrine of the substitutionary sacrifice 
of the Lamb of God! 

“Jesus did not come because God was 
intending to punish men terribly for 
their sins and could only be prevented 
from doing so by having someone killed 
like a helpless sheep; not a bit of it. 
Jesus came because God loves us and 
wanted us to know what love could be 
like among men by actually seeing per- 
fect love in a human being. This is the 
real story of what we call the incarnation, 
meaning that God was, in Jesus, made 
human.” 

While it is true that “God was mani- 
fest in the flesh” in the person of Christ, 
and this event did display God’s love 
for the world, there is much more to the 
Incarnation than this, It was a part of 
His redemptive plan: “For God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.” 

Again God “loved us, and sent his Son 
to be the propitiation for our sins.” The 
third chapter of the Epistle to the Ro- 


mans explains it even more fully. 


Yet the content of the Biblical text 
does not prevent the liberal commentator 
from devising even more blatant heresy. 
“The meaning of salvation” is given in 
another lesson on “Christ Our Saviour” : 

“There are two ways for a human be- 
ing to live. He may try to have as much 
service from other people as he can. 
(Jesus calls this ‘lording it over’ other 
people.) Or he may try to be as useful 
and helpful as he can. This is what Jesus 
called the way of life. . . . Jesus offered 
the way of service and love and unselfish 
usefulness, This is what He meant by 
‘salvation.’ 

“This idea came as such a shock that 
men did not get it right away, As a 
matter of fact, it is not so understood 
yet by many who think they are saved, 
for to them being saved is to escape the 
penalty for their wrongdoing and getting 
to heaven when they die. Only a few are 
beginning to understand the way of sal- 
vation that Jesus taught. . . . Jesus gave 
us the way, and the only way, by which 
the world can be saved and humanity 
kept from destroying itself and bringing 
God’s purpose for humanity to complete 
failure—the way of serving each other.” 

Scripture would brand this a “dam- 
nable heresy.” It is a restatement of the 
ancient error that man can be saved by 
his own efforts. 

Evangelicals will wince at such 
warped teaching, yet it is probably true 
that the bulk of the several million true 
believers in the United States attend 
churches where the Sunday school chil- 
dren are taught this blatant untruth. 

But this denomination holds no 
monopoly on Sunday school literature 
which has distorted the doctrines of our 
historic faith. 

Several months ago the Board of 
Christian Education of one of the most 
respected Protestant churches issued a 
pretentious series of Sunday school les- 
sons that have been described as the 
greatest effort ever undertaken in the 
field of Christian education. 

At least $2,000,000 and several years 
of painstaking effort were spent to bring 
out the New Curriculum. 

In everything but content the New 
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After a varied career which had taken him 
—-among other places—to China and France, 
Russell Hitt quietly found Christ as bis 
Saviour one day while reading John's Gospel. 
Later he resigned his position with a Detroit 
newspaper to enter Christian work and is now 
Director of Public Relations for the Scrip- 
ture Press in Chicago. He keeps his hand in 
by writing the news section of Christian Life 
and doing occasional articles for other Chris- 
tian magazines. He has both a B.A. and an 
M.S. in journalism. 





Curriculum lessons are the last word. 
For the first time an effort has been made 
to tie together the home and the Sunday 
school, the parents and the teacher. The 
lessons ate graded. Typography and il- 
lustrations are far ahead of anything 
that’s been done in the religious field. 

Finally, “the Bible has a central 
place in this curriculum.” At least, so 
states the promotional literature describ- 
ing the new series. But a closer exam- 
ination reveals that instead of giving the 
Bible “‘a central place,” the New Cur- 
riculum crowds it from its place of pre- 
eminence and takes great liberties in re- 
phrasing the language of the Book. 

Children of three departments—Jun- 
iors, Junior Highs, and Seniors—are pro- 
vided with three books which serve as 
the pupils’ textbooks for an entire Sun- 
day school year. Scripture references have 
been relegated to the back index. 

Actually these reading books—rather 
than the Bible—have the central place. 
The students are given assigned readings 
in the textbooks each week, There is little 
likelihood that youngsters of these age 
levels will spend much time turning to 
the Biblical references, In effect, the chil- 
dren are denied contact with the Word 
by their own reading books. 

While admittedly there is both “milk” 
and “strong meat” in the Scriptures, one 
resents the glib declaration of the pro- 
ponents of the New Curriculum that 
“the Bible is an adult book written for 
adults.” That apparently leaves out the 
nursery children altogether, In one of the 
quarterlies, parents and teachers are cau- 
tioned against trying to teach children 
of nursery age Bible verses. 

A typical story for nursery tots is about 
a little girl who learns from her mother 
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how to make cookies: 

“Sally cut out another cooky dog and 
another cooky dog and another cooky 
dog. ‘Bow-wow-wow,’ laughed Sally. 
‘It's fun to make cooky dogs. Roll out 
some more, mummie. I'll cut more cooky 
dogs.’ ” 

How different is this secular drivel 
from the advice of Isaiah: 

“Whom shall he teach knowledge? 
and whom shall he make to understand 
doctrine? them that are weaned from the 
milk drawn from the breasts.” 

The story of the Temptation is re- 
counted in The King Nobody Wanted, 
textbook for Juniors, with a complete 
disregard of essential facts. 

Satan has been removed from the 
story. Instead, Jesus seems to hear “a 
voice inside him.” Thus with one stroke 
the authors get rid of a personal devil, 
and the holy, spotless Son of God finds 
the tempter’s voice within Himself, It is 
both heresy and blasphemy. 

While this incident may be described 
by defenders of the New Curriculum as 
incidental, the casual, loose handling of 
the facts is characteristic of the textbooks 
for the Juniors and Junior Highs, 

The Virgin Birth is sidestepped, thus 
deleting one of the most significant facts 
about the Incarnation. When the shep- 
herds arrive at the inn, they meet a man 
who says: “My name is Joseph. This is 
my wife Mary. . . . The baby came to- 
night. Here he is if you would like to 
see him.” 

In another place Christ is pictured as 
being bewildered and uncertain about 
His destiny. Jesus is described as saying 
to Himself: “I am the Messiah. There is 
no doubt that I am the Messiah. I must 
save My people. How should I begin?” 

Thus the children of this once-great 
denomination will be introduced to a 
Saviour quite different from the Person 
described in the New Testament, 

From their earliest impressionable 
years they will be disposed to treat the 
Bible narratives lightly. 

Three or four times in widely sepa- 
rated parts of the Bible, warnings are 
sounded against those who would add 
to, or take from, the Word of God. 

Probably most of the errors contained 






in these lessons result from a false idy 
of presenting scriptural truth to dil 
dren in language they can understand 

A third major church, generally recog. 


nized as being predominantly evangel. | is cc 
cal, departs from the historic faith in | profes 
its official Sunday school lessons. cago 


Subtly the terminology of Scriptur 
and of conservative theology is made ty 
mean something else. “The Son of God’ 


thus becomes “‘God’s representative’ 
deceitful way of robbing Him of His 
deity. In a manual called “New Test. 
ment Portraits of Jesus,” one leams: 
“The word Christ was the Greek form 
for Messiah, meaning the Son of God 
sent into the world to rule as God’s rep. 
resentative.” 

The modernistic hallucination thi 


Jesus came only to set up a kingdom of | 0! 
love is clearly shown in this quotation | pro 
from a lesson for Intermediates: othe 


“Which way should it be? The way of 


vag 


popularity and force, or the way of grow- pro 


ing unpopularity and death? And Jesus 


decided, as He had at the beginning of ‘4 
His ministry, in favor of a spiritual king. a 
dom that would be founded upon love, j 
He was willing to cast aside His popular. 
ity in order to be true to His divine | ™ 
mission, He was ready both to suffer and | ™ 
die in order that the Kingdom of God | ™ 
might be established on earth.” * 
In other words, Jesus made a decision 
for the right in a human sense. He | ch 
wanted to teach people to love one an- | ab 
other. How remote from the gospel of | p 
our Lord Jesus Christ! 83 
Sunday school lessons in some in- | ta 
stances have become effective media for | d 





disseminating the socio-political doc- 
trines of the do-gooders’ ‘Kingdom of | 
God.” In plain language it’s socialism 

and statism. | 

Several denominations, apparently by 
agreement, are openly in their Sunday 
school papers disavowing free enterprise 
and advocating the establishment of an 
economy freed of “competition for self- 
ish gain.” 

But pushing the Bible into the back- 
ground is the big issue. Evangelicals 
should rouse themselves from theif 
apathy and find out what’s going on in 
their Sunday schools. END 
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this column is devoted to a discussion of 
gii-Biblical and anti-Christian statements 
sade in the classroom, either by professor or 
wxtbook. Questions that may be answered in 
pis column should be submitted to His, My 
Professor Says—, 64 West Randolph, Chi- 


cago 1. 


l' he February issue of this column 
bought forward a question raised by a 
professor who claimed that the Bible and 
other early writings of the church are so 
ugue that almost anything could be 
proved from them, The answer to the 
question, by a Christian professor, was 
to the effect that God’s Word is foolish- 
ness to the “‘natural’’ man, who is not 
willing to discern God’s will in the Bible 
and obey it. Another Christian professor, 
reading the column, felt that perhaps 
something more could be said on the 
subject: 

The political science professor who 
charged the Bible with being vague prob- 
ably would give as his reasons the ap- 
patent contradictions and isolated pas- 
sages that are not immediately clear. Cer- 
tainly he would point to the numerous 
divergent groups among Christians, all 
of which claim to be based on the Bible. 

Realistic Christians must admit the 
existence of all these, especially the last. 
But it is surprising to find a political 
science professor—of all people—mak- 
ing such facts the basis of attack on the 
Bible, Surely he must know that learned 
men often have disagreed sharply on the 
meaning of the Constitution and of nu- 
merous laws. The existence of courts, 
especially appeal and supreme courts, are 
ample evidence of these disagreements. 
Yet these legal documents were written 
by experts in framing such writings and 
with an eye to avoiding all misunder- 


HIS 


» MAY, 1949 





standing. Followers of Karl Marx dis- 
agree violently about what he taught; and 
only last week I met a new interpretation 
of the perennially disputed character of 
Shakespeare’s Hamlet. Scholars even dis- 
agree about the meaning of known facts. 
Disagreements about meanings afe ex- 
ceedingly common. Yet it hardly occurs 
to those who know of them to use them 
as the bases of attacks upon the Constitu- 
tion, Shakespeare, or facts as they exist. 

Whence come all these disagreements, 
including those about the Bible’s mean- 
ing? Not in the objects of disagreement 
so much, but primarily in the subjects— 
in those who are trying to understand, In 
short, human limitations are the source 
of the trouble. 

It is doubtful whether any writing of 
any length could be produced that would 
not be subject to some disagreement 
about some of its meaning. Such difficul- 
ties rise out of the limitations of lan- 
guage, out of its inability to compass all 
that the author means and to state it per- 
fectly clearly. A study of semantics helps 
this. There is also the influence of the 
reader’s own nature—his past experi- 
ences, his assumptions and preconcep- 
tions, his lack of knowledge or kind of 
knowledge, his emotions, his desires. All 
these can and often do affect his under- 
standing of anything he reads. Again, a 
reader of the Bible may be looking for a 
full and specific set of statements about 
every subject known to God or man, Not 
finding it such a specific writing in every 
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field, he will call it vague. But in many 
fields the Bible gives only general prin- 
ciples to be expanded under the Spirit's 
guidance into specific applications in var- 
ied situations. And St. Paul (Romans 
14) recognized that in many of those 
detailed points there would be difference 
among sincere Christians. Finally, the 
reader of the Bible may be secretly look- 
ing for an excuse to attack it; he may not 
really want to know what it says; he may 
be finding the Word too clear. But he 
dare not admit his real desire and so 
pretends not to understand. As a matter 
of everyday experience, one or many of 
these causes of misunderstanding enter 
into reading. 

How to avoid them? Read sincerely— 
not to find support for what you want 
but to find what the Bible says, and then 
to obey. This is absolutely basic. Read 
intelligently. Observe context and drift 
of thought, and consult the experts on 
difficult points. There aren’t too many 
snags. Read literally, unless there is ob- 
vious figurative intent. The Bible is for 
plain people and does not call for the 
continuous services of experts or for 
strange and high-flown explanations. 
Read humbly and prayerfully. Your first 
—and later—understanding of a passage 
may be incomplete or faulty. Ask help in 
understanding from Him who inspired 
what you are reading. If you—and the 
professor—will read the Bible this way 
you will find it a light for your path and 
a lamp for your feet. —L, A. KING 
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Mos AND MORE in our IVCF chapters 
keen young Christians are feeling the 
weight of personal responsibility for the 
great missionary task of the Church of 
Christ. Some got a quickened vision at 
the IVCF-FMF conference at Urbana 
last December and are busy praying and 
finding out all they can from various 
missionary societies concerning foreign 
service. Many more are seriously con- 
sidering the field of the nonprofessional 
missionary. While the nonprofessional 
missionary undoubtedly has a devoted, 
self-sacrificing part to play, the critical- 
ness of missionary conditions behooves 
us to consider carefully the full-time job 
of missionary service before becoming 
satisfied with a part-time job. 

Our Call: Primarily, of course, we 
recognize that the Lord leads us individ- 
ually along a particular pathway—one 
to become a Christian businessman 
(whether at home or abroad), another 
to devote his whole time to proclaiming 
the message of salvation (again either at 
home or abroad). We do not admit of 
any invidious comparison between the 
zeal of the doers or the efficacy of their 
respective callings: one who goes abroad 
and “eats bitterness” for the Lord’s sake 
is not necessarily more obedient, more 
usable, or to be more highly rewarded in 
heaven. 

But the reasons for our bent toward 
being a nonprofessional missionary must 
be carefully examined. Do I consider 
that my four or six years in college and 
my major in electrical engineering make 
me a specialist or reveal my unrivaled ex- 
cellence in that field? Or is my time in 
university rather more in the nature of a 
good general education (with some 
slight bias toward one or more subjects), 
intended to equip me intellectually for 
my future career? The Oxford Diction- 
ary definition of education as “training 
in mind and morals” may be relevant 
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Nonprotessional|l 


by rank Harris 


here. I did not know what my talents or 
my capacity were when I was at univer- 
sity: only the Lord who made me knew, 
and put me in a place where He could 
develop them. 

As in all decisions, too, motives must 
be searched and pitilessly exposed. 
When one student was pressed as to why 
he wanted to be a nonprofessional mis- 
sionary, he said he did not want to take 
his orders from any mission board, he 
wanted to be free. I wondered how he 
would work with or even under our dear 
Chinese colleagues, with their eastern 
manners and sometimes incomprehen- 
sibly strange methods of working. The 
church does not need valiant lone stars 
who will stand against all opponents of 
the truth so much as humble, patient, 
tactful, sympathetic, co-laborers with 
God and their native fellow-Christians, 
able to learn as well as to teach, to give 
in as well as to give out. As in the mar- 
riage relation (type of Christ and His 
Church), so in a missionary society, 
learning to “maintain the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace” is not a 
small part in a missionary’s personal 
character development and contribution. 


The place of the so-called “‘nonprofes 
sional missionary’—the Christian 
business person abroad who does mis. 
sionary work in his spare time—hbas 
been the subject of much controversy, 
“What are your motives?” asks 

Frank Harris, missionary to China, 

as he describes the disadvantages 
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Our Time: Conscious of being in the 
last days, of encroaching anti-Christian 
teaching and ideologies, and of the vital 
necessity for “redeeming the time,” the 
young potential missionary—with eff 
ciency-expert technique—seeks how best 
to attain his end in the shortest possible 
space of time. 

During my years in business before 
going into full-time missionary service 
abroad, I remember regretting the daily 
waste of the hours between nine and five 

(Continued on page 28, column 1) 
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of sparetime service. “What is 

your calling?” asks John M. Fiddler, 
aGeneral Electric Medical Products 
executive (himself a missionary’s 
son) who has spent nine years in 
South America as a Christian busi- 
nessman. His presents both sides 

of this interesting question. 





| WAS WAITING for our plane to take off 
for Brazil when an F.B.I. man ap- 
proached me and asked what I had in my 
tight topcoat pocket. I pulled out a 
large box of Fannie May candy, destined 
for my wife. 

“And what is in your other pocket?” 
I pulled out my Scofield Bible; the F.B.I. 
man was very much interested in it, es- 
pecially in the barely legible marginal 
notes, many of them Dr. Harry Iron- 
side's exclusive property ! 

“Are you a missionary?” the inspec- 
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by John M. Fiddler 


tor asked, When I said “No,” he re- 
turned the Bible. 

That day I got the impression that a 
“nonprofessional” Christian is somehow 
less under suspicion than the “profes- 
sional.’” Other experiences have con- 
firmed this impression. 

Back in the early church almost every 
believer published the Word, but as the 
centuries have rolled by, people have 
more and more expected the clergy, the 
“professionals,” to proclaim the word 
and to get them into heaven. However, 
since missionary means ‘‘a sent one,” we 
laymen have no right to leave the job to 
the clergy; we are all ‘‘sent ones.” 

In Brazil today the gospel is spread- 
ing faster than in any other South Am- 
erican country, although much of the 
preaching is being done by nonprofes- 
sionals—because of the lack of profes- 
sionals and because the churches are still 
too poor and too small to support their 
own clergy, I remember visiting evening 
services several weeks in a row, to find 
that the preacher was a lawyer, a navy 
commander, a salesman, a tradesman, 
etc. Many of the pastors, like Paul at 
his tent work, supplement their church 


work with teaching, selling, or other 
employment; one of the most successful 
Presbyterian ministers in Rio is on the 
faculty of the University law school. 

As in the early church, these South 
American Christians tend to divide peo- 
ple into believers and unbelievers, not 
full-time workers, other Christians, and 
unbelievers. More than once I have 
been greeted at the door of a little 
country church by, ‘‘O senhor e crente?” 
—‘‘Are you a believer?” How shocking 
it would be to some of our respectable 
churchgoers to be thus greeted on their 
first visit to a new church! And yet real 
fellowship is based on a common faith. 

Roger Babson, eminent economist, 
some years ago took time out in a busi- 
ness review to comment on the verse on 
D. L. Moody’s tombstone, beside which 
he was sitting as he wrote his article. Do 
you know the verse? “He that doeth the 
will of God abideth for ever” (I John 
2:17). As I meet Christians today they 
are in two main groups: those who want 
God's will for their lives, and those who 
do not, Once a person has decided he 
wants God’s will, God will guide (Psalm 
32:8), and opportunities for service will 
follow. 

I think of my friend S—— in Buenos 
Aires; he is production manager for the 
largest ice cream company in Argentina, 
but he finds time to be the pastor of a 
congregation, to preach elsewhere on fre- 
quent occasions, and to run a monthly 
fellowship luncheon and gospel message 
for young Argentina businessmen. His 
home has been a place of physical and 
spiritual refreshment for literally hun- 
dreds of missionaries and the center of 
worthwhile activities of every kind from 
Youth for Christ to the Children’s 
Special Services Mission. S—— did not 
cross the equator to be a nonprofessional 
missionary, but to install ice cream equip- 

(Continued on page 30, column 1) 
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A STUDY OF THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS 


Chapter 12:3-13:25 


Jesus Christ, the Same 


Yesterday, and today, and for ever 


Last month we bad God’s roll call of 
His witnesses, witnesses to the fact of 
His faithfulness (Hebrews 11:1-12:2). 

We heard Abel still speaking and tell- 
ing how reconciliation with God is possi- 
ble through the merits of Another, the 
Lamb once slain for the sin of the whole 
world (John 1:29); we saw that it is 
not only possible but certain for those 
who will take that way and that our 
faithful God will let them know, as He 
did Abel, that they are accepted by Him 
(I John 1:9; Hebrews 11:4). 

Enoch told us that it is possible to 
please God and even to know that we 
do so on God’s own testimony (v. 5). 
Noah’s message is that God keeps His 
Word, judgment for sin must come, 
there is a refuge, be in time (v. 7). 
Abraham and Sarah received the son and 
heir so long promised when it was prac- 
tically an impossibility, just because God 
was faithful and they counted Him so 
(v. 11).And then at God’s own call, 
Abraham gave up his son Isaac in full 
surrender, knowing God could restore 
him even from the dead, because He 
had promised to bless the world through 
him (vv, 17-19). Moses made a most 
decisive choice when he came to man- 
hood, a decision which ruled his whole 
future. He had all the luxury, fame and 
power of the Egyptian court as his, if 
he chose to accept it. But there was a 
suffering, despised, slave people in 
Egypt through whom the Christ was to 
come into the world, and he chose to 
be allied with them for His sake. And 
he did not go back from that choice 
either when he led the discontented, 
tiresome host through the wilderness, for 
he kept his eyes steadily on Christ and 
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he knew they were His people and there- 
fore must triumph in the end (wv. 24- 
27). And I think v, 40 suggests that 
there is room for your name in the roll 
call, and chapter 12:1-2 summons us to 
lay aside our weights and the sin that 
so easily besets us and fulfill our part in 
life’s contest, our eyes steadily fixed on 
Jesus who has finished His race and has 
sat down at God’s right hand. He will 
perfect in us what He has begun. 


W: MIGHT CALL this study, ‘Holiness 
in the daily life.” But what is holiness? 
Is it a halo round the head of a saint? 

Was it a beatific smile, a holy light 
upon your brow? 

Oh no, I felt His presence when you 
laughed just now. 

Holiness is Christ. We have just as 
much holiness as we have apprehended 
of Christ. 

The first verse in this last study begs 
us to “consider him” (chapter 12:3). 
We have all had friends who helped us, 
made us see things more clearly, and 
showed us how to live on a higher plane. 
God wants us to remember them; chap- 
ter 13:7, 17, 24 tell us so. The better 
translation would be “‘them that are your 
guides.” But the same v. 7 bids us look 
beyond them to their objective, “Jesus 
Christ the same yesterday, and to day, 
and for ever.” Is Jesus Christ the object 
of my life every day? There are so many 
other things that can be the real object: 
popularity, success, comfort, the wish to 
please people, not to mention lesser aims 
like grades, promotion, or money. Life 
becomes simpler and stronger if it is 
lived for one end, that Jesus Christ may 


be seen and glorified (Philippian 
1:20). You remember the story of the 
father who gave his children a difficult 
map td put together, and going bak 
shortly after found it complete, every 
part in its right place. There was a man 
on the back. It was easy to put the man 
together, and turned over, everything 
else was right too. 

There is a Man, the Man Christ Jesus, 
behind our lives. If we live just to please 
Him and to do His will, life will be 
simpler and many things will take their 
right places that never could otherwise, 

One thing we would all like to leave 
out is the part suffering has to play in 
God’s child-training plan for His 
people. But our Father knows that we 
cannot afford to do without it. We get 
God's light on this in chapter 12:3-11, 
We find it has a definite object in view, 
that we should appropriate more of the 
holy life of Jesus and let that govern 
us in word, deed, and thought (v. 10). 
It is the same objective as in Romans 
8:28-29, conformity to the likeness of 
God’s Son. This is God’s aim in all 
that He allows to happen to us. We 
may overlook this and make light of 
our trials, forgetting that God is speak- 
ing to us through them or we may faint 
under them, not counting God's end 
worthwhile and not believing that God 
can bring us there (v. 5). But the wise 
way is to face the trouble and find out 
how God would use it to make us more 
like Christ (v. 11). The Bible calls it 
being “exercised” by it. It can well oc- 
cupy our thoughts and keep us busy 
even in the days when, as v. 11 tells 

(Continued on page 28, column 3) 
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Jesus, Dunne the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, certain 
please critics discredited the historical accuracy of the Bible at various 
rill be points. It was said, for example, that the Hittites, mentioned 
some forty-eight times in the Scriptures, never existed or at 


theit least did not amount to very much, and that the accounts of 
cWise, Solomon’s glorious reign, with its commerce and building ac- 
leave tivity, were gross exaggerations—the product of overenthusiastic 
ay i. writers who lived long after Solomon. More recent archaeological 
, discovery, however, has proved these and many other indications 
His of the Bible true. The excavations give many reasons for holding 
it we the Scriptures in high esteem and for refusing to put them on the 
e get level of a merely human book, containing a mixture of truth and 
3-1] error. 
view Some have objected that archaeological discoveries, at best, 
¢ the can show only the historicity of the Bible. Yes it is often on this 
very ground of supposed historical inaccuracy that the Scriptures 
vern | are set aside as the Word of God. There are many evidences for 
10), the truth of the Bible: Christian experience, fulfilled prophecies, 
nans the unity of the Scriptures, and others. Not one of the least of 
sof these is the field of Near Eastern archaeology. 
all These pages give pictures and facts concerning several strik- 
We ing cases of confirmation and illumination of the Bible as fur- 
of nished by archaeological discovery.® 
s Reconstruction of Babylon 
un 
ond The book of Daniel tells how Nebuchadnezzar, the great king of Babylon 
‘od (605-562 B.C.) one day boasted, ‘Is not this great Babylon that | have built for 
. the house of the kingdom by the might of my power, and for the honor ef my 
ise majesty?" (Daniel 4:30). Daniel's indication that Nebuchadnezzar was responsible 
yut for the extensive building operations in Babylon was abundantly confirmed by 
Robert Koldewey's excavations from 1899 until the first world war. The excavators 
ue found a vast system of fortifications, buildings, canals, palaces, and temples.* 
it 
C- The above picture shows a part of Babylon, restored on the basis of Koldewey's 
sy excavations. Many critical scholars hold that the book of Daniel was written not in 
is the time of Daniel (sixth century, B.C.), but composed some four hundred years 
later, about 168-165 B.C.’ However, on this basis it is difficult to explain how the 
supposed late writer of the book of Daniel knew that the glories of Babylon were due 
to Nebuchadnezzar's building activities. Pfeiffer, setting forth the critical view, 
9 acknowledges that ‘we shall presumably never know" how the writer of Daniel 





knew that Babylon was the result of Nebuchadnezzar's building projects, as the 
excavations have proved. For one who accepts the time of Daniel as the period of the 
writing of the beok, there is no problem. 






Winged Bull from 
Sargon’s Palace 


King Sargon of Assyria (722-705 B.C.) Is 
mentioned by name only once in the Bible 
(Isaiah 20:1). Up to a century ago, there was 
no other evidence of such a king,’ which 





caused some critics and historians to doubt m 
“his very existence.'""° It was argued that 
Sargon was the same as Shalmaneser’ (whose hi 
throne Sargon actually usurped, as subsequent 

discoveries showed). In 1843, the French con- th 
sular agent at Mosul began digging at Khorsa- ; 
bad,* some 12 miles north of ancient Nineveh, li 
and found the great palace of Sargon. The te 
palace area occupied about 25 acres, and the | 
walls of the palace proper varied from 91/,' . 
to 16' thick.’ Later Chiera (1929 ff.) found ti 


one of the large stone winged bulls (16' f 

long, 16' high; weight 40 tons) which stood 

at the entrance of Sargon’s palace, and it was | 

brought to the Oriental Institute Museum of t 

the University of Chicago. No longer is 
there any doubt about the exis- 

tence of Sargon. 





Solomon’s Stables 





The Bible says Solomon had “forty thousand 
stalls of horses for his chariots, and twelve 
thousand horsemen" (I Kings 4:26), and it 
indicates certain cities given over for the pur- 
pose of stabling the horses and housing the 
horsemen (I Kings 9:19).'” Before archaeo- 
logical discoveries gave any evidence of such 
extensive activity, it was easy ‘‘to speak con- 
temptuously about this age’’''' and to assume 
that Solomon was quite an insignificant ruler. 
The archaeological discoveries have given us 
light, however, on many details of Solomon's 
activity—even the extensive stabling of his 
horses. The excavation of Megiddo in northern 
Palestine begun by the University of Chicago 
in 1925 revealed a section of extensive 
stables from the level of Solomon's time.'? 
This particular stable has been estimated as 
capable of housing from three to five hundred 
horses,'’ and illustrates in part the type of 

stable referred to in the Bible. 
Such discoveries erase further 
doubts about the splendor of 
Solomon's reign. 
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| CAME TO KNOW and love our Lord 
Jesus Christ six months ago. 

] praise Him because I now truly know 
what the Scripture means when it says, 
“If any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; be- 
hold, all things are become new” (II 
‘Corinthians 5:17). To express it simply, 
[am a new person. Not one, but several 
people within the past six months have 
noticed the change the Lord has made in 
my life and have wondered at my sudden 
happiness—my parents among them. 

I accepted Christ as my Saviour under 
the spiritual guidance of my college Eng- 
lish professor. In my opinion, Christian 
teachers have one of the richest mission- 
aty fields and one of the best opportuni- 
ties for serving God of any of God's 
people. My alma mater is a teachers col- 
lege, and I am preparing for high school 
teaching, but first I am preparing for 
living and working for Him. 

As a new Christian there are several 
things I would expect and look for in a 
Christian teacher. Not primary, perhaps, 
in importance, but primary in the pro- 
cess of reaching students is the reputa- 
tion the Christian professor develops. 
Even before students have any actual ex- 
perience with the teacher, his or her repu- 
tation will be common knowledge, I 
know that I had heard much about my 
English professor before I had a class 
under her. I was anxious to see more of 
her than the frequent glimpses I man- 
aged to get in the library. She was un- 
usual because she was always smiling and 
had the non-teacher habit of waving to 
her student friends. Such living is an 
excellent test of faithful witnessing not 
only by word but also by action. It re- 
quires constant self-appraisal on the part 
of the teacher and demands sincerity, 
fairness, thoroughness, and an interest in 
his work and students. In short, it de- 
mands a job well done to glorify God! 

The next essential step seems to me to 
be an evident personal interest in the stu- 
dents. A good way for the teacher to 
start the new term is to announce in his 
first class periods that he is glad to be 
available for conference with any who 
have school or personal problems. (Stu- 
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My teacher led me to Christ 


dents may oftentimes find the Lord be- 
cause they are unable to solve their per- 
sonal problems and are looking for 
help.) The pupil must feel that this 
teacher has a genuine interest in his en- 
tire life and personality—not just that 
which appears in the classroom. An offer 
of help in so many words is necessary, 
but it must be followed with supporting 
friendly moves on the part of the 
teacher, 

Whether a teacher is working with 
high school or college people, he must 
mingle with them and know them. I can 
think of no other way for a Christian to 
carry on missionary work than to mix 
with those whom he wants to be saved. 
In the first few months of my converted 
life I happened to hear a Christian stu- 
dent say that he enjoyed spending all his 
free hours in his room, reading and lis- 
tening to phonograph records. Some- 
thing hit me, and I realized that if my 
teacher had used her spare time in any 
such introverted manner I might not 
have been a born-again Christian, 

It is true, I expect the Christian 
teacher to put in more than the required 
hours around the school buildings, in the 
library, or in his office where he is avail- 
able to seeking boys and girls or men and 
women, It means personal sacrifice, but 


by Reva Bennett 


how many times will he be repaid if he 
is able to lead some one of them to the 
Lord during those hours! And how 
tragic if he is at home reading a book 
when one of them feels the need to dis- 
Cuss spiritual matters or to accept Christ 
as his Lord and Saviour! 

It probably goes without saying, but I 
shall mention it here anyway—that I ex- 
pect a Christian teacher to live a separ- 
ated life. If he does not do it because 
he is a Christian, he must do it because 
he is an example of righteous living for 
God before non-Christian students and 
immature Christian ones as well. 

Naturally the Christian teacher will 
be, without exception, interested mainly 
in the spiritual life and religious activi- 
ties of the students. Therefore, when he 
has established a friendship which is a 
familiar one, he should, I think, feel it 
perfectly legitimate and advisable to in- 
vite the student to attend church services 
with him or with Christian students. 
This is a more practical suggestion for 
college professors than for high school 
teachers as most college students “shop 
around” for their church when they come 
to a college town. Why not guide them 
to one where the gospel is preached? 
However, this is not entirely beyond 
reason for a high school teacher. With 
a little more caution and tact, I think he 








could work on the same plan, especially 
if the pupil has no church home or affilia- 
tion. 

I suggested inviting students to attend 
church services with Christian students. 
This opens up a new channel through 
which the teacher may work. That he 
should have a nucleus of sure Christian 
friends seems to me to be quite logical. 
That he should call on them for help, 
and work and plan with them for spread- 
ing God’s Word is even more logical. It 
enables wider contacts with non-Chris- 
tians; in addition, though less obvious 
still nonetheless important, it makes for 
strong development in the spiritual 
growth of Christian students. 

Heretofore I have brought out those 
things which I expect of a Christian 
teacher. There is just one thing I would 
caution him about—one thing I do not 
expect of him. It may seem strange, but 
I believe such a situation could exist in 


which the teacher becomes very friendly 
—too friendly with a student until after 
he has been converted, Then because he 
has been saved and there are so many 
others who have not and so little time to 
reach them, the teacher must push the 
new Christian into the background to 
form new acquaintances. The situation 
is difficult because the convert feels sud- 
denly alone and spiritually insufficient. 
It seems to me that the problem is as un- 
necessary as it is difficult. I think the 
professor or teacher should keep his 
friendships before and after conversion 
on an even keel. Otherwise winning 
others for God’s kingdom is going to re- 
semble rushing men and women for 
Greek organizations and social clubs. 
In my own sorority experience I have 
seen many girls given special attentions 
and numerous offers for companionship. 
When they accept or reject the particular 
organization, they are immediately drop- 


ped as far as the attentions of the group 
are concerned. Students are human and 
must not be hurt, particularly by Chris. 
tians! They must be made to feel that 
they are an essential part of God’s family, 

The teacher can encourage the new 
Christian in spiritual activities and in 
doing missionary work on the campus so 
that he will not lean on his fellowship 
and spiritual influence too much, but will 
become independent. This is a big order, 
but it can be done. Do I look for the 
impossible? I think not, because while 
I hold these standards up for others now, 
I am also holding them up for myself for 
the future. 

To sum it all up, I expect the Christian 
teacher to establish a worthy reputation 
by faithful witnessing for Christ; to glor- 
ify God by a job well done; to gain the 
confidence of the students by his friend- 
ships with them. I expect him to be an 
ever radiant example of living for Him 
who died for us! 





Tea for More Than Two 


by Ruth Bunt and Ishbel Young 


D.. SOMEBODY want ideas for a Fellow- 
ship Tea? Well, a tea is a good idea if you 
want to interest your friends in Teachers 
Christian Fellowship. Besides the tea and 
conversation, then, you'll want to have 
some sort of program to show something 
of Christ. So here are a possible pro- 
gram and a few other suggestions: 
MUSICAL PORTRAYAL OF THE 
LiFE OF CHRIST 
Christ Who came from Heaven: Duet, 
one verse of “Ivory Palaces” 
Birth: Group “Infant Holy”’ 
Baptism: Scripture reading, Mark 1:9-11 
His Life: Solo, “The Stranger of 
Galilee” 
Gethsemane: Solo, or the words of the 
solo read while the music is played 
softly. 


In the darkened shade of the garden trees 

My Master and Lord is on bended knees. 

He prays and He pleads in that hour 
alone, 

Forsaken by all He had called His own. 

Gethsemane! Gethsemane! 

The place of my Saviour's agony. 

I bow in tears o'er His love for me. 

Gethsemane! Gethsemane! 

In the darkened shade of that garden 
slope 

Was born on that day alost world’s hope, 

When Jesus, the Christ, put Himself 
aside, 

And drank to the dregs the cup supplied. 

In the darkened shade of that vale of 
tears 

A light from His wonderful love ap- 


pears; 


The Saviour who suffered and prayed 
alone 

Brings comforting peace, to the world 
unknown. 

Group, two verses of “Go to Dark 
Gethsemane.” 

Crucifixion: Double trio, ‘When I Sur- 

vey the Wondrous Cross” 

Resurrection: Group, verses 1, 3, 4, 6 

of “Christ the Lord is Risen Today” 

Ascension: Scripture reading, Luke 

24:50-52 or Acts 1:8-11 

Church: Piano solo, ‘The Church's One 
Foundation” 

Second Coming: Solo, “What If It Were 
Today ?” Trio, “Knocking, Knocking” 
Group, chorus of “One Day” 
Another idea might be to study the 

life of Fanny Crosby and use her hymns 

along with the stories of their origin. 

The study of Frances Ridley Havergal’s 

life would also lend itself to a very in- 

teresting half-hour together. 

For an Easter tea, an excellent pro- 
gram could be planned using Scripture, 
poems, and songs, to follow through the 
stages of the events of Christ's life from 
Palm Sunday on. The hymn below could 


(Continued on page 3, column 3) 
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For that first year 


|, was a little school, a room in a run- 
down farm house, miles from what we 
would call civilization, but it held a 
wealth of opportunity that one rarely 
finds. When I looked into the eyes of 
twenty youngsters with eager, expectant 
faces, I suddenly realized that they were 
looking to me to give them the very best 
things of life, As the knowledge of my 
terrific responsibility grew upon me, I 
could only take it to God and ask Him 
to allow me to work with Him in the 
task of introducing these children to the 
Way of Life. 

Next September some of you will go 
into your first classroom and will stand 
in front of your first class. In your train- 
ing you have taught practice lessons, but 
this will be different. You will really be 
on your own. Your place in the com- 
munity will also be different from what 
it has been formerly. To a greater or 
lesser extent, depending on the size of 
the locality and other contributing fac- 
tors, the teacher is expected to take a 
place of leadership in most communities. 

Your temptation as a new teacher will 
be to try too much and so defeat your 
own purpose. God requires us to work 
with Him, not beyond Him. For those 
who have a pure motive and a right re- 
lationship to Jesus Christ, He will pro- 
vide the occasion for service, a service 
different perhaps from your anticipa- 
tions, but far more vital in its influence. 
Two words of wisdom, given me by an 


of teaching 


by Margaret McCreadie 


older teacher when I started teaching, I 
would like to pass on. The first was, “Go 
cautiously, Decide on one thing and for- 
tify that until you can step further.” The 
other was, “Concentrate on having an 
orderly classroom.” This is one of the 
prime factors that makes for effective 
Christian work and witness. It is not how 
much service we render that counts for 
God, but how we live our lives between 
nine o'clock and four, the truths we pro- 
fess to teach. 

Perhaps your first school will be in the 
heart of civilization, What you do in the 
first few weeks determines the pace of 
the entire year. Join a church if you go 
to a new community. It is easiest to let 
your standards and convictions be known 
right at the beginning and it is possible 
to do it with Christian grace, and not ina 
superior fashion. Look up the local 
Teachers Christian Fellowship in your 
city or town and give it your active sup- 
port. If you are planning to take a sum- 
mer course this July find out if there is a 
TCF group on the campus and if not, 
start one. 

Perhaps your first school will be in a 
small or even isolated locality. Here 
your help will be welcomed, in all prob- 
ability, even more than it would be in a 
larger center. If there is a church, the op- 
portunities may be more than you can ac- 
cept. If there is no church, there may be 
a possibility of starting a Sunday school 
for the children. Pray for wisdom as 


Margaret McCreadie, as staff member of 
the Inter-School Christian Fellowship, bas 
been working with groups in the Normal 
Schools of Ontario. She says, “Life begins 
at forty, so the saying goes, but for me life 
began when I looked into the eyes of twenty 
youngsters with eager, expectant faces.” So 
this article is particularly for those who will 
experience that thrill—or chill!—mnext fall. 


you make any such attempt, ““Trust in the 
Lord with all thine heart; and lean not 
unto thine own understanding. In all 
thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall 
direct thy paths.” 

A teacher's opportunities are limitless. 
The one who neglects them is like the 
man who hid his talent in the earth, We 
afe not required to use five talents when 
we are given only two, but we are ac- 
countable for the two, One small ser- 
vice faithfully performed will often lead 
into a chain of events of eternal value. 
Do not be hesitant about taking the first 
step, whatever that may be. Count on His 
help and do not fear defeat. 





Tea for More Than Two 
(Continued from page 2) 


be sung to the tune “Jesus, Keep Me 
Near the Cross.” 
Sing the honor of His name, 
Make His praises glorious; 
Jesus from the grave arose: 
Hail Him King victorious! 
Chorus: 
Jesus rose! Jesus rose! 
When the dawn was breaking: 
As the Conqueror over death 
Hope and joy awaking. 
Sing the honor of His name, 
In glad exultation. 
Jesus liveth evermore 
For our full salvation. 

One thing is certain—whenever you 
have a tea, make it as “inviting” as pos- 
sible—not only through the program, but 
the food, friends and atmosphere, Above 
all, I know you would wish your aim to 
be “Christ glorified.” 








DEAR Mary: 

You ask me why I am a teacher in a 
secular college. 

Well, it’s because of people like Susan. 

I first saw Susan last spring in my 
American Literature class. She was only 
five feet tall, wore unusually vivid lip- 
stick, and had a worldly air; those are 
the things I noticed when I was trying to 
match her name and face those first days 
of class. 

Her first test surprised me. She got 
the best grade in the class. I hadn't 
thought her that bright as she hadn't 
participated in class discussion much and 
often wore a bored expression, 

Next day I met her in the hall and 
stopped to expostulate with her for keep- 
ing so much learning so quiet! After a 
few minutes we moved to the Student 
Union for coffee and I learned that she 
had been a WAVE and wasn't quite back 
into the swing of college life; that’s why 
she found class participation difficult, 
though the poetry quite thrilled her. I 
tried to bring up the religious writers of 
the early part of the course, but she had 
no comment on them, evidently they had 
meant nothing. She chain smoked as we 
talked. 

That began our acquaintance, and we 
met over coffee often, Her sense of hu- 
mor and her frank manner attracted me, 
but I was disappointed time and time 
again in trying to bring anything spirit- 
ual into our conversation, So I relaxed 
on that. 

Finally I did ask her to church. She 
went—dressed in the height of fashion 
—and looked bored as she yawned 
through the hymns, the prayers, and the 
sermon. I could see that that wasn’t get- 
ting us anywhere. 

Then came the day! We were quiet 
over our coffee that day and I wondered 
why. Finally out it all came. Why 
didn't I tell her about Christianity as 
long as I spent so much time at it? Why 
didn’t I ask her if she were heading for 
heaven ? 

I was ashamed. Here I had pussy- 
footed around and had missed my 
chances when she was waiting. So I 


sailed in and told her everything I know 


Why I teach 
ina 
Secular 


School 


about being a Christian. She couldn't see 
it all, but two months later she told me 
that she had taken the Lord as her Sav- 
iour the night before. A month later she 
led a sorority sister into the Kingdom. 

I'm a teacher in a secular college be- 
cause of people like Jim too. 

Jim was in my Freshman Composition 
class the first quarter of this year. He 
was a personality-plus blond of average 
ability, I first got interested in him when 
he chose ‘Who Is a Christian?” from 
the list of theme topics I posted for an 
impromptu theme, He wrote that a Chris- 
tian is not merely a man who pays his 
debts and doesn’t beat his wife but one 
who has accepted Christ as His personal 
Saviour. So I asked him if he would be 
interested in our Bible Study group, and 
he came once. When he didn’t come 
back, I asked him afew more times and 
then got discouraged. 

The next quarter he was in my class 
again, and again I urged him to come to 
Bible Study. To my surprise he came one 
Thursday and then again on Monday and 
again on Thursday. He hasn't missed 
once since and has shown spiritual 
growth. 

Last week I had a letter from Jim's 
mother, saying that she had always 
prayed that Jim might go to a Christian 
college, but that he had rebelled at the 
idea when he came back from the navy. 
Now she was thanking the Lord that he 
had found Christian fellowship and 
strength on a secular campus. 

I’m a teacher in a secular college be- 
cause of Marilyn too. 


Marilyn was a ‘‘spotty” student. When 
she got around to it she did superio; 


work, but usually she would rather ge | 


an extra half-hour of sleep than arrive 
at my eight o'clock class on time, But 


as she dragged jovially into class each | 
day I couldn’t help liking her; she would | 
grin sheepishly and agree that she really | 


should do better. Though I was relieved 
when the end of the quarter came and | 
found I could give her a passing grade, 
I found I missed her sleepy grin and 
cheerful complaints. So when I found 
her waiting table at a local restaurant | 
made it a point to drop by there often to 
ask hervif she were getting her quota of 
sleep each night. 

She came to Bible Study one day—I 
think she had turned my invitation down, 
but one of the students got her there. 
And she took sudden interest. One day 
she admitted to a friend that she knew 
Christ was the only Way and meant to 
accept Him sometime. The next day | 
suggested that she not procrastinate, and 
she agreed to come to my apartment at 
9:00 that night. When she had not ar- 
rived at 9:30, I began to worry. But she 
dragged in soon after. 

She had innumerable questions but 
seemed satisfied with the answers | 
showed her in the Bible. As the clock 
neared midnight, I remarked that I 
thought she was trying to keep up the 
questioning till she would wear me out 
and she wouldn’t have to get down to the 
business of confessing her sin that night, 
But she said that on the way over she 
had decided that this was to be the night. 
But she still had one question. Would 
becoming a Christian mean she would 
have to get up on time in the morning? 
I said that I feared it would. She ac- 
cepted the idea and was ready to pray. 

The next morning she was in class on 
time. 

Of course, there are lots of Sams and 
Marys who have rejected the Saviour 
too—and dozens I haven’t had a chance 
to tell about Him. But students like 
Susan and Jim and Marilyn are my 
reasons for teaching in a secular college. 

Sincerely, 
BARBARA 
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Hittite capital, there could be no more doubt. 
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Code of Hammurabi 


The Code of Hammurabi was 
found in 1901-2 by a French expe- 
dition?+ at the site of ancient Susa, 
east of Mesopotamia. On the sur- 
face of this monument some 282 
laws were recorded, comprising 
the legislation of the Babylonian 

king Hammurabi, who lived within 

the period of 2000-1700 8.C.?* 

This monument, now in the Louvre 

Museum in Paris, has been exactly 

duplicated in several casts, one of 

which is shown above. Some critics 

held that the laws of Moses (1500- 

1400 B.C.) were too advanced for 

his day and assigned them to a 

much later period (800-400 B.C.). 

The discovery of Hammurabi's 

code, which precedes Moses by 

several centuries,*° effectively an- 

swered this objection.*” Then it 

was suggested that Moses borrow- 

ed his laws from the Code of Ham- 

murabi. A comparison of the two 

ever a period of years, however, 

has convinced most critics that 

there are essential differences and that ‘‘the 
laws of the Old Testament are in no essential 
way dependent upon the Babylonian."'?* 


Nuzi Tablet 


Over 1000 clay tablets were found in 1925 in the excavation of a 
Mesopotamian site known today as Yorgan Tepe. Subsequent work 
brought forth another 3000 tablets*’ and revealed the ancient site 
as ‘“‘Nuzi."’ The tablets, written about 1500 B.C., illuminate the back- 
ground of the Biblical patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. One 
instance will be cited: When Jacob and Rachel left the home of Laban, 
Rachel stole Laben's family images or ‘‘teraphim.'"’?' When Laban 
discovered the theft, he pursued his daughter and son-in-law, and 
after a long journey overtook them (Genesis 31:19-23}. Commen- 
tators have long wondered why he would go to such pains to recover 
images he could have replaced easily in the local shops. The Nuzi 
tablets record one instance of a son-in-law who possessed the family 
images having the right to lay legal claim to his father-in-law’'s 
property,*? a fact which explains Laban's anxiety. This and other 
evidence from the Nuzi tablets fits the background of the Patriarchal 
accounts into the early period when the patriarchs lived, and does 
net support the critical view—which holds that the accounts were 
written 1000 years after their time. 





Isaiah Seroll 


One day last spring the telephone rang at 
the American School of Oriental Research in 
Jerusalem. One of the Fellows at the School, 
John C. Trever,”! took the call and learned 
that Father Sowmy of the Syrian Orthodox 
Convent wished some information on five He- 
brew scrolls recently acquired from some 
Arabs. Dr. Trever examined and photographed 
one manuscript which proved to be a copy of 
the book of Isaiah. W. F. Albright of Johns 
Hopkins University concluded that the form 
of the script would indicate a date of about 
100 B.C.” Such an early manuscript of Isaiah 
is of great significance, inasmuch as the oldest 
manuscript up to this time dated from about 
900 A.D. Even more significant is the close 
agreement between this new Jerusalem 
manuscript and the traditional Hebrew text 
which was copied much later. Millar Burrows 
of Yale indicates that there is nothing which 
can be called ‘‘a major addition or omission" 
and that there is ‘‘no important dislocation or 
disarrangement of the tex:.’’?’ The substan- 
tial agreement between this manuscript and 
those of a thousand years later shows the care 
with which Biblical manuscripts were copied, 
and adds to our assurance of the substantial 
accuracy of the later manuscripts from which 
our English translations were made. 

















by Jane Hollingsworth 


part five of a series 


His this month continues 

its discussion and analysis of 
IVCF chapters in representative 
types of schools. The object 

of the ‘clinic’ is to help 

students from similar colleges see 
how they may improve their campus 
ministry. This article, the 

fifth of the series, deals with 

the large city university and 

its commuting students. 


HIS, MAY, 1949 


I. DIFFICULTY is God’s opportunity, 
then the city colleges give Him many 
opportunities ! 


Opportunity One. In city colleges most 
students live at home and do not have the 
constant, casual contacts of dorm life that 
mean so much to the Christian witness. 
Here is our opportunity. Week ends out 
of the city have a double attraction. Stu- 
dents are often willing to pay more and 
go farther to get away with other stu- 
dents to have some “dorm” life. We can 
capitalize on this for area IVCF confer- 
ences and use week-end retreats to fur- 
ther the local college work. If there is 
a camp not too far away, week-end re- 
treats can be held for several purposes: 

—The executive committee can plan 
the activities of the year. 

—Christians can get to know each 
other, clarify their aims, deepen their 
own lives, establish esprit de corps. 

—If there is one part of the program 
that needs a hypodermic—such as prayer, 
missions, or Bible study—a day concen- 
trating on that one thing can be a great 
boost. 

—An outing with evangelistic pur- 
pose can be most effective. Sometimes 
it is not even necessary to spend the 
night; one day can do a lot. 


college 
elinice 


Opportunity Two. Many spend one to 
three hours a day commuting. This re- 
duces the number of hours on campus 
that might be spent making friends for 
Christ’s sake, But there may be one who 
goes your way every afternoon about the 
same time, or you might be able to ad- 
just your schedule to go when he does. 
More than once I have heard from a stu- 
dent at Brooklyn College about a con- 
versation with ‘‘a boy I ride the subway 
with.” 

Just the other day in a regular campus 
college I heard a girl complain that she 
had no time to memorize the Bible be- 
cause she was never alone. The streetcar 
is a capital opportunity to store the Word 
of God in the heart and meditate upon 
it. This is considerably preferable to try- 
ing to figure out which twin has the 
Toni! Both morning and evening the 
subway is liable to be so crowded one 
can hardly hold a book, but a small pack 
of memory cards can be easily glanced 
at and the occasion is about perfect for 
learning a verse—with reference—or re- 
viewing. (If you are interested in a card 
system of memorizing, drop your staff 
member a postcard and ask him about 
it.) 

Opportunity Three. A large city col- 
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lege where social life is not really cen- 
tered is a difficult place to make many 
or very good friends. There probably 
are some students you know who feel 
this very keenly and have found few 
congenial friends. When an effort was 
made in this direction at Hunter Col- 
lege, several blind students came to 
know Christ as a result. 

Opportunity Four. There is often 
little school spirit in a large city in- 
stitution and a minimum of loyalty to 
college functions. The important thing 
is to get to class, the library, and home. 
In spite of the thousands of posters and 
slightly fewer organizations, many will 
join nothing at all unless a warm per- 
sonal invitation is extended. One hears 
again and again from a city college grad, 
“College to me was IVCF.” Here is an 
opportunity for IVCF to claim all the 
loyalty that might otherwise be pledged 
to “dear old Alma Mater.” 

Opportunity Five. The contact with 
one’s home church can be very impor- 
tant. Maybe you could get the young 
people’s society, the midweek prayer ser- 
vice, the various other organizations to 
pray for your student group. They prob- 
ably would give you the chance to pre- 
sent the spiritual need at your college, 
and with the Lord’s help you could get 
them to see that during your college 
days you are more or less their mission- 
ary to your fellow-students and greatly 
need their support in prayer. Of course 
you would have to remember to keep 
them up on prayer requests. It also 
might be possible to get some IVCF 
staff or students to take a service and 
acquaint the church with national Inter- 
Varsity so that they will continue to 
pray for and support student work after 
you have been graduated. 

Opportunity Six. Sometimes students 
go days without seeing each other, and 
arranging suitable meeting times is al- 
most impossible. We just can’t get to- 
gether. At N.Y.U, last year this gave 
rise to decentralizing the IVCF activi- 
ties. The students made an effort to have 
three meetings instead of one—which 
led to having several student-led Bible 
studies instead of one meeting with an 
outside speaker. This far more than 


doubled the student participation. The 
harder it is to have a big meeting, the 
greater the responsibility for personal 
witnessing and Bible study groups of 
two or three. 

Opportunity Seven. As well as no 
time to meet, there is usually no place 
to meet. Lounge space is negligible; 
rooms cannot be used without written 
permission collected by a guard at the 
most inappropriate moment; the cafe- 
teria, which is the only place to sit and 
talk, is so smoky and sticky that a con- 
versation on spiritual matters is dis- 
couraged before it is begun. Here is 
the golden opportunity to ask from God 
the boldness and courage to work against 
odds, to seize the occasion as it arises 
to witness for Christ. Last spring I saw 
a girl come to know Christ in a spur- 
of-the-moment Bible study in a cafe- 
teria in spite of the rather curious lis- 
teners at the other end of the table. Is 
there any special reason why we should 
have to have a private room with a “do 
not disturb” sign on the door, when 
judging by the bridge games, jitterbug- 
ging, and studying going on in the cafe- 
teria, it is open to all types of activity ? Is 
our occupation less honorable than 
theirs? 

Opportunity Eight. There is almost 
no such thing as dropping in for a visit 
when one feels the urge. We cannot 
count on casual contacts with particular 
people. Making arrangements by mail 
and telephone is not too satisfactory. 
Wayne University solved that problem 
nicely by renting an IVCF locker to 
which every IVCFer is supposed to 
come once a day at odd moments, to 
see if personal notices have been left 
for him or what recent Fellowship news 
there is. This furnishes a central meeting 
place. This locker is also the chapter 
library and supply room where a student 
can, in the moment of need, lay hands 
on just the book that can most help the 
friend who can’t seem to understand, 
This system greatly facilitates circulation 
of Fellowship books and notices. 

Opportunity Nine. One of the great- 
est consolations to city college misery 
is its company. Intercollegiate activity 
has enormous possibility. Monthly meet- 






ings are held regularly in a number of 
areas where there are several colleges 
close to one another—Boston, Albany, 
New York, New Jersey, Philadelphia 
Baltimore, Pittsburgh, Chicago, etc. The 
purpose of these may change from time 
to time depending on the current need 
in the area. The New York Monthly 
Meeting used to be the fountainhead of 
most of the chapters in the area, though 
it existed mainly for the spiritual devel. 
opment of those who came to the meet. 
ing. At present it is entirely evangelistic, 
Most of the chapters in New York have 
neither opportunity nor numbers to have 
an outstanding speaker present Christ 
to unconverted students in a way to 
elicit their response. The monthly meet- 
ing is therefore the great evangelistic 
effort for the area; knowing this pur- 
pose, students can invite their friends 
accordingly. New Jersey at present is 
concentrating on helping students start 
IVCF in the many colleges where none 
exists. 

New York City is at present expeti- 
menting with a student center composed 
of an IVCF office for the staff member 
and rooms where small meetings can be 
held and meals made available for 
groups. So far this has meant more fre- 
quent executive meetings, opportunities 
for local groups to meet and eat and get 
better acquainted, a place for foreign 
students to visit, Last fall a series of 
area meetings were held for the deepen- 
ing of the spiritual life, by Miss Ruth 
Paxson. Recently a series of Bible study 
seminars was held there for student 
leaders of Bible study groups. In the 
future there are planned regular Satur- 
day sessions, when students who have 
the same job will meet to discuss their 
responsibilities—i.e., one week all chap- 
ter presidents, next prayer meeting chair- 
men, missionary secretaries, etc. This 
should help develop effectiveness in 
every part of IVCF on campus. There is 
an opportunity for leadership training 
not found elsewhere to quite the same 
extent. 

There was a slogan during the wat, 
“The difficult we do immediately. The 
impossible takes a little longer.” See 
Matthew 19:26, 18:19. END 
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The Second Coming of Christ 
(Continued from page 9) 


that there is to be such a millennium, 
then a Christian should accept it whether 
he is able to answer questions regarding 
particular details or not. All that is es- 
sential to premillennialism is the main 
outline which we have sketched above. 
If one believes this outline is taught in 
the Scripture, he is a premillennialist, If 
he thinks something contrary to it is 
taught, he is not one. On the basis of this 
outline premillennialism should stand or 
fall. 

A second view of the events associated 
with the return of Christ is the post- 
millennial view. According to this view 
the various Old Testament predictions 
of a time of universal peace and safety 
upon this earth will be fulfilled before 
the return of Christ, Postmillennialists 
believe that the preaching of the gospel 
will result in the conversion of the entire 
world. Naturally, if every individual on 
eatth should be regenerated through 
Christ there would no longer be war or 
hatred. Policemen would no longer be 
needed to guard our streets nor would it 
be necessary to lock the doors of our 
houses.1® Postmillennialists and premil- 
lennialists view the external features of 
this so-called ‘‘millennium” in very sim- 
ilar fashion, with the important differ- 
ence that postmillennialists expect it to 
be prior to the return of Christ and the 
removal of the curse. According to their 
view the dead in Christ will still be in 
their graves, and the living believers will 
continue to be subject to disease and 
death. Christ will not be here to rule in 
person, but He will reign in the hearts 
of His people. According to the postmil- 
lennial view this period will end with a 
falling-away in which sin will again 
spread through much of the earth, but 
this will be stopped by the sudden vic- 
torious return of Christ. The difference 
between premillennialism and postmil- 
lennialism is not, of course, a question as 
to whether the Holy Spirit could convert 
the entire world by the preaching of the 
gospel and thus bring these predicitions 
of a golden age to fulfiilment; it is sim- 
ply a question as to which method of 
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establishing the millennium God chooses 
to employ. In all such matters our one 
question should be, “What does the 
Bible teach?” 

A third view is known as the amillen- 
nial view. According to this view no such 
time of universal peace and safety is to 
exist upon this earth either before the 
return of Christ or afterwards, Amillen- 
nialists generally interpret the relevant 
verses as descriptions of the internal 
peace in the heart of the Christian, 
brought about through the preaching of 
the gospel. Such inward peace is a fact. 
of Scripture. The question is, however: 
“Is that what is referred to in these par- 
ticular passages?” Amillennialism 
agrees with premillennialism in expect- 
ing Christ to return to an unconverted 
earth, but it agrees with postmillennial- 
ism in holding that His return will be ac- 
companied by a resurrection both of the 
saved and of the lost and that a general 
judgment of both types of people will 
come immediately after His return, 

The present writer considers the first 
named of these three views to be most in 
harmony with the Scripture, He does not 
feel that it is possible to interpret the Old 
Testament passages in any other way 
than as a description of a time of univer- 
sal peace and safety upon this earth, nor 
does he believe that Revelation 20 can 
be reasonably interpreted aside from this 
view. It is the view which was almost 
universally held by the early church dur- 
ing the first three hundred years. When 
Constantine was converted to Christian- 
ity the faith of many in the return of 
Christ grew cold, and they began to think 
that the kingdom of Christ could be es- 
tablished upon this earth without the 
presence of the King, through the ac- 
tivity of the Roman emperor, The expec- 
tation of the return of Christ and the 
setting up of His visible kingdom upon 
this earth was gradually allowed to be- 
come dim, but some have held it all 
through the ages, including some of the 
greatest Biblical scholars. 

In the present article it is not our in- 
tention to discuss in detail the differ- 
ence among these three views.1® Our 
purpose, rather, is to express this, that all 


true Christians agree in believing that 
Christ will return to this earth in visible, 
bodily fashion, if they are at all ready to 
make a fair attempt to study the Word 
of God and to accept its teachings. Such 
a belief is contained in the creeds of 
practically all our Christian denomina- 
tions. The personal, visible, and bodily 
return of Christ is an essential article ot 
the Christian faith and this aspect of the 
matter is far more important than one’s 
views regarding the millennium, 

While the writer believes that a care- 
ful study of the Scripture ought to lead 
a man to the premillennial position, he 
has known many very fine Christians who 
hold one of the other two positions and 
he feels that all who are looking for- 
ward with joy to the return of Christ 
should recognize each other as Christian 
brothers. Differences regarding its de- 
tails should not interfere with our unity 
in the faith so long as we believe fully 
in the substitutionary atonement of 
Christ as the only hope of salvation from 
sin, and in the fact that He will return 
personally to bring this present age to 
an end. 

Another division among Christians 
relates to the time of the removal of the 
Church from this earth, I Thessalonians 
4:14-17 describes a sudden appearance 
of Christ accompanied by a resurrection 
of the blessed dead, and by the catching 
up of these, together with the living be- 
lievers, to meet the Lord in the air. The 
question has been raised whether this 
occurs immediately before Christ’s return 
to this earth or a few years before that 
great event. Either of these two interpre- 
tations could properly be joined with 
any one of the three main views regard- 
ing the question of the millennium. As 
a matter of fact, however, the discussion 
on this point is mostly among premillen- 
nialists. Most premillennialists believe 
that the Church is to be caught up a num- 
ber of years before the actual return of 
Christ to the earth, and that during this 
interval the world will experience a great 
period of tribulation. Recently a number 
of individuals have written books and 
pamphlets arguing strongly against this 
view and maintaining that the taking 
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away of the Church does not occur until 
after the tribulation. We shall not now 
enter into this controversy/ It impresses 
me, however, as very important to stress 
the fact that the differences between the 
pre-tribulation and post-tribulation views 
is not one-fifth so vital as the differences 
among premillennialism, postmillennial- 
ism and amillennialism, and that these 
latter differences, in turn, are not one- 
tenth so vital as the difference between 
those who accept the Scriptural state- 
ments regarding the  substitutionary 
atonement of Christ and His visible per- 
sonal return and those who deny these 
statements. Among Christians who be- 
lieve in the return of Christ there should 
be true fellowship regardless of their 
views on the millennium, and among pre- 
millennialists there should be the closest 
of fellowship regardless of their conclu- 
sions as to the time of the rapture. 

(Right here it might be worth while 
to mention a rather important point in 
the study of controverted details in the 
Word of God. Interpreters of the Bible 
often make serious mistakes because they 
go to it with two views in mind and 
ask the question, ““Which of these two 
views does the Scripture teach?” The at- 
titude should rather be to ask the ques- 
tion, ““Has God given us the information 
on which we can base a definite decision 
regarding this particular matter? How 
much evidence is there in each direction ? 
Can we say that one answer to a particu- 
lar question is definitely taught, or will 
we find it necessary to say that while the 
evidence seems to incline rather defi- 
nitely in one of the two directions our 
present study of the Scripture is not suffi- 
cient to enable us to be absolutely sure 
as to the answer?” Everything on which 
the Bible touches is true but there are 
many matters which we gather from the 
implications of a statement rather than 
from its direct teaching. There are great 
possibilities of disagreement in the in- 
terpretation of anything that is written 
in human language. Whatever the Bible 
says is God’s Word and is dependable, 
but human interpreters are fallible and 
we should be charitable toward those 
who differ with us on minor points of 
interpretation. ) 
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What Difference Should 
Christ’s Return Make to Us? 

Interesting as it is to attempt to dis- 
cover all the details of the return of 
Christ, it is far more important to note 
what its effect should be upon the life 
of the believer. The Bible does not give 
us information simply to satisfy our cur- 
iosity. It explains great facts of God's 
dealing with the world in order that our 
lives may be brought into conformity 
with His plan for us. What is the im- 
portance of the return of Christ for the 
individual Christian ? 

Many Scripture verses give answers to 
this question: 

1. It means the end of all tendency 
to discouragement. The battle is not ours 
but God’s. In His own time, Christ will 
return, When all our hopes seem to fail, 
we can rest in Him and know that in the 
end His plans will triumph. God has 
declared that Christ will return and put 
an end to all that is evil. Though evil 
seems to triumph, we need not fear. 
Christ's return is sure, and His victory 
is certain. 


2, It means the end of all tendency to 
laziness. We do not know when He will 
come back. Will He find us faithful 
when He comes? A man once asked a 
friend who was wasting his time, “Do 
you think Christ will come back to- 
night?” The friend answered, “I think 
not.” He asked another friend who was 
overindulging in certain harmless but 
time-consuming pleasures, “Do you 
think Christ will come back tonight?” 
This friend also answered, ‘‘I think not.” 
Then he solemnly read them Christ's 
words in Matthew 24:44: “Therefore be 
ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye 
think not, the Son of man cometh.”’ We 
do not know how much time remains 
in which we may labor for our Master. 
Let us work while we can. 

3. It means constant emphasis on pur- 
ity of life. John wrote in I John 3:2b-3: 
“We know that, when he shall appear, 
we shall be like him; for we shall see 
him as he is. And every man that hath 
this hope in him purifieth himself, even 
as he is pure.” God wants us so to live 
that we shall be ready, at any moment, 
to meet our Lord. 


4. It means constant joy in the 
thought of seeing Him who loved us 
and bought us with His own blood, If 
an earthly person whom we loved had 
been away for a long time, and might 
soon return, how we would long to see 
him! What a grand thought it is, that 
we shall see Him face to face, whom hav. 
ing not seen we love.*® Our spiritual fel. 
lowship with Him is sweet indeed, but 
something even finer is ahead.*1 


There are various indications given in, 


Scripture of the end of the age and many 
of them are being fulfilled in our day, 
Certainly one of the most striking is the 
return of the Jews to the land of Pales- 
tine and the re-establishment of Israel 
as a nation. As we look at these signs, it 
seems likely that the coming of Christ 
draws very near, On the other hand we 
do not know how long these various 
movements may go on before He actually 
comes. He has intentionally kept from us 
the knowledge of the exact time.*? The 
vital thing is not that we watch for-indi- 
cations that His coming is near but that 
we are active in His service, that our love 
of Him is constantly kept warm, and that 
we are filled with the Holy Spirit for 
service, in order that when He comes 
He may find us faithful. END 
1 Acts 1:11 21 Cor. 11:26 


3] Thessalonians 1:9-10 
4 Note, for instance, Titus 2:13 


5]I Tim. 4:1 6 Rev. 22:20 
7 Acts 1:11 8 Matt. 26:64 
9 Matt. 24:44 10] Thess. 5:2 


11 Matthew 24:30; Revelation 19:15-16 

12] Thess. 4:14, 16 13 Gen. 3:16-19 

14] Corinthians 15:51-53. See also Romans 
8:18-23 and Philippians 3:20-21. 

15 Cf, I Thess. 4:14-16; Rev. 20:4-6 

16 Compare Revelation 20:11-15, where there 
is no mention of the acquittal of anyone. 
Doubtless there will be degrees of punish- 
ment. God knows the deserts of everyone 
before any judgment is officially held. The 
purpose of the judgment is to demonstrate 
the righteousness of God’s decisions. 

17 John 3:36 

18 Cf. Micah 4:3-4; Isaiah 11:9. 

19 The writer has prepared a little brochure 
giving his reasons for holding the pre- 
millennial view. If you desire a copy, 
write to the author c/o His, 64 West Ran- 
dolph, Chicago. 

20] Pet. 1:8 21 Rev. 22:20 

22 Matthew 24:42, 44; 25:13; Mark 13:32-33, 
35; Luke 12:40; Acts 1:7 
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HOW (8S YOUR Faith? 


:.. TRAGEDY of many of us is that, 
ifter the glowing experience of our sal- 
vation, victories have become fewer and 
more fleeting. Defeats have come in 
quick succession and proved more and 
more disastrous. It is now very evident 
that spiritual power is slowly “leaking” 
away, although this backsliding was 
secret at first, almost unknown to the soul 
itself. As Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein put 
it in a footnote of The Christian Use of 
the Bible (p. 38), ‘Falling away from 
the faith as it is in Christ Jesus finally 
issues in declension of life. No man can 
deny the Word of God with moral im- 
punity. It is impossible to be an apostate 
and come through unscathed. What a 
man does with God's truth is bound to 
affect his life one way or another.” 

How about you? Has already the 
sneering look of a fellow-student warn- 
ed you that your secret was out, that he 
realizes you are not what you pretend? 
Then it’s time to take stock. First, let not 
the devil capitalize on your discourage- 
ment. In the words of George Mueller, 
“the beginning of anxiety is the end of 
faith, and the beginning of true faith is 
the end of anxiety.” All you need for 
the present is a loving guidance, May 
this message, then, be the word you need 
at this juncture, The strongest Christians 
have known such hours. 

So face the problem frankly and ask: 
“What has happened ?” 

Like Pascal we have claimed the very 
drop of blood shed for us on the tree. 
Yet we find ourselves far from sainthood. 
Our sinful acts are redeemed, yet our 
sinful nature needs purifying. We crave 
a clean heart, perfect love, and entire 
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by Emile Cailliet 


freedom from sin. We want to see our 
old nature done away with. We want to 
live a blameless life in the dwelling-place 
of God Himself. We want to walk with 
God while our soul enjoys rest from in- 
ward conflict and from anxious care. We 
cannot bear to be any longer divided 
against ourselves. Better still, we know 
such a great blessing to be God’s will for 
our life. How otherwise could our Lord 
have given us the command: “Be ye 
therefore perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect” ? 

But every thought of ours has not yet 
been brought into captivity to Christ. 
Every doubt and unbelief has not yet 
been burned by the fire of the Holy 
Spirit. Are we, then, to have recourse to 
new vows and resolutions, only to see 
them broken again and again? What a 
vicious circle! 

And indeed, why should there be a 
vicious circle, if not because nature dies 
hard in the heart of man? 

The knot of our whole trouble lies 
in that subtle, ever recurring idea of 
Pelagianism, that somehow a portion, 
however infinitesimal, of the power ex- 
erted in saving man is native to man him- 
self. This eternal tragedy of man remains 
that of the Garden of Eden: ‘“‘Yea, hath 
God said?” This implies doubt of God’s 
benevolence, leading straight to that most 
persuasive appeal to pride: “Ye shall be 
as gods.” 


Vows and resolutions, far from being 
the remedy we need, appear in the light 
of the Bible to be exactly the opposite. 
Terrible struggle and effort must cease. 
They are in their very essence antidotes. 

But still, are we not required to exert 
at least the initial effort in this process 
of sanctification, of being freed from the 
power of sin? It is true that Pelagianism 
dies hard. But this purification lies be- 
yond our power. It must be an act of God 
from beginning to end. At this point, 
truly, “the foolishness of God is wiser 
than man.” 

Let man, therefore, in a frantic ges- 
ture of despair for himself and of faith 
in God, drop his all at the altar and then 
pray for God to send the fire. Douglas 
V. Steere has a pertinent word to insert 
at this point: ‘““What you bring does not 
matter, provided you bring all of it.” 
Yes, drop all of your self and leave it 
there in faith, and the fire will come 
down to consume this offering. That is 
the solution, and no other. But never 
allow its divine simplicity to mislead you 
into renewed trials of salvation by self, 
which most assuredly end in misery and 
despair. 

Does this mean that once the offering 
has been burned, your life will become 
holy overnight? Most emphatically, no! 
The greater our victories in the spiritual 
realm, the greater the trials that are sure 
to follow in quick succession. The late 
G, Campbell Morgan has a warning on 
this aspect of our problem: 

“Fullness of the Spirit becomes the 
power of the Spirit, through processes of 
testing. Herein is revealed the value of 





Paseal Authority 


Born and educated in France, Dr. Emile 
Caillet early forsook his native religion and 
turned first to atheism and then to the posi- 
tivism of Comte. After the first world war 
while continuing his graduate studies, he be- 
came enchanted with a copy of the Bible his 
wife had brought home and realized sudden- 
ly that it contained the Truth for which he 
bad been groping so long. He has since dis- 
tinguished himself in the fields of science, 
literature, philosophy, and theology, and is 
the leading authority on Pascal, the French 
philosopher and mathematician. Since com- 
ing to America in 1926, Dr. Cailliet has 
taught in a number of colleges and universi- 
ties and is at present professor of Christian 
philosophy at Princeton Theological Seminary. 





the trials and temptations that beset the 
pathway of the Christian worker. In the 
experience of all those who know any- 
thing of what it is to follow in the foot- 
steps of the Lord in God-appointed serv- 
ice, the power of the Spirit is never 
realized save through some wilderness 
of personal conflict with the foe. From 
such experience entered upon in the full- 
ness of the Spirit, men go either broken 
and incapable of service, or with the 
tread and force of conscious power; in 
which way, depends upon the attitude in 
which the enemy is met. If in the spirit 
of self-complacency, then the devil is in- 
variably the victor. If in the spirit of 
resolute abandonment to, and abiding in 
the will of God, the foe is routed, and 
consciousness of power is the inevitable 
sequence” (The Crises of the Christ, 
p. 206 ff.). 

The gist of the whole matter is that 
if we meet the test in the spirit of reso- 
lute abandonment to the will of God and 
abiding in it, then fullness of the Spirit 
will become the power of the Spirit, and 
consciousness of this power will inevit- 
ably come. We are not asked to do any- 
thing but abandon ourselves to the will 
of God once for all. From beginning to 
end, our salvation rests “‘on the sovereign 
grace of God. All other ground is shift- 
ing sand.” Benjamin B. Warfield con- 
cludes his The Plan of Salvation by te- 
ferring his readers to this testimony of 
Theodore Haering: “It is only through 
faith in the living God that faith in an 
ultimate goal to be surely reached has 
become a power in the world and in the 
individual heart.” END 


26 


Ours Is a supra-rational faith—i.e., it 
is on a scale high above that of human 
reason. This is not to say that the Chris- 
tian faith is unreasonable. There is noth- 
ing unreasonable about it. But Christian- 
ity is based upon divine revelation, and 
it therefore surpasses anything that the 
finite mind could ever conceive. 

Because the gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ is beyond the grasp of merely hu- 
man wisdom, it can be received only by 
faith. Is not this what Paul meant when 
he said, “For by grace are ye saved 
through faith”? The writer to the He- 
brews states it this way: “Without faith 
it is impossible to please God” (Hebrews 
11:6). To have faith is to believe what 
God has said in His Word—and to trust 
one’s self to Him even if one cannot 
understand it. Indeed this is the only way 
a person can be saved—by receiving the 
testimony of God because God has said 
it, although it may be utterly incompre- 
hensible to the intellect. 

A healthy appreciation of the infinite 
superiority of divine revelation over 
human reason is imperative if we are to 
be successful in presenting the gospel to 
others, We live in a sophisticated world 
which has placed human reason on the 
throne. There is, therefore, a constant 
tendency for Christians to seek to win 
men to Christ on the basis of logical rea- 
sonings. We Christians have developed 
a sort of inferiority complex in dealing 
with the world and feel compelled to re- 
sort to abstruse arguments and obscure 
language. It is time we abandoned such 
unworthy and ineffective methods. Our 
greatest weapon is the Word of God. Let 
us use it wisely and prayerfully, and de- 
pend on the Holy Spirit to honor it in 
the conviction and conversion of sinners. 


you cant 


Does God Reason With Sinners? 

But the objection is often raised here, 
“Is it not true that God reasons with sin- 
ners, as in Isaiah 1:18, for instance?” 
“Come now, and let us reason together, 
saith the LorD: though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool.” This is a Scripture 
that has often been used as justification 
for an apologetical presentation of the 
gospel, an approach appealing to human 
reason, particularly. Does the Scripture 
teach such an approach? 

First of all, we must admit that there 
is in this verse an undeniable invitation 
from God to “reason together.” So far, 
the argument has weight. 

What follows, however, is not a log- 
ical proof of the authenticity of the gos- 
pel. Neither is it an attempt on God's 
part to explain the mysterious, super- 
natural process of the new birth. It is a 
simple statement of divine facts, which 
can be received only by faith. In other 
words, reasoning from God’s standpoint 
seems to be a simple, faithful presenta- 
tion of the gospel for man’s acceptance 
or rejection, Throughout Scripture this 
will be found to be the divine method of 
evangelization, Shall we stoop to any les- 
ser method? 

**The Jews Require a Sign” 

The Christian worker is constantly 
faced by the high-sounding excuse, “I 
will not believe anything I cannot un- 
derstand. I must be able to reason it out.” 
The real force of such a statement is this, 
“I will not give God credit for knowing 
anything that I cannot know and under- 
stand too.” 

The Apostle Paul was faced by the 
same type of people. “The Jews require 
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a sign,” he wrote, ‘and the Greeks seek 
after wisdom” (I Corinthians 1:22). 
Some said, “I must see before I believe.” 
To these, Paul preached Christ crucified. 
Others said, “It must appeal to my intel- 
lect.” To these also, Paul preached Christ 
crucified. 

“But Paul, don’t you realize such a 
message is a stumbling block to the first 
dass, and foolishness to the second? 
Why don’t you reason with these people 
and seek to prove the great doctrines of 
Christianity to them ?” 

Paul replies, “Because the foolishness 
of God is wiser than men; and the weak- 
ness of God is stronger than men” (I 
Corinthians 1:25). 

“But Paul, these people are highly 
cultured, you know, and you don’t want 
to offend their sensibilities by simply 
preaching the gospel to them all the 
time, do you?” 

Paul’s answer is given in Romans 1: 
16. “I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto 
salvation to every one that believeth.” 
Paul knew that the only message that 
could reach the people was the gospel of 
Christ. 

Man’s reason is a puny thing after all, 
The mind of man could never have de- 
vised the gospel. I think it was Spurgeon 
who so aptly asked, ‘““Who but God could 
have thought of the Just Ruler dying 
for the unjust rebel?” Left to his own 
mental processes, sinful man is hope- 
lessly confused and lost. 

The Entrance of Thy Words 
Giveth Light” 

Obviously, then, the Christian’s great 
resource in dealing with worldly men is 
the Word of God used in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. Men might know more 
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by William Mack 


about logic than we do, They might be 
better educated, and be able to produce 
a greater array of scientific information. 
But the feeblest Christian assumes the 
offensive whenever he wields the Sword 
of the Spirit, which is the Word of God. 

The Sword cuts deeply. Oftentimes the 
Christian can see a decided reaction in 
his opponent, a wincing as real as if a 
literal sword had been used, The sinner 
would far rather argue on an earthly 
level than be barraged by Biblical quo- 
tations. Anything but that! Invariably he 
will try to change the drift of the con- 
versation. If this proves unsuccessful, 
then he will either openly reject the au- 
thority of the Bible or remember that 
he has an appointment for which he is 
now fifteen minutes late. 

A young Christian was once speaking 
with an unsaved theological student 
about the way of salvation. Each time 
a verse of Scripture was mentioned, the 
student would interject, “But I don’t 
believe the Bible.” After hearing this 
several times, the Christian felt thor- 
oughly defeated, What can you do with 
a man who doesn’t believe the Bible? 

The problem weighed on him heavily. 
Finally he approached an experienced 
servant of the Lord and asked him, 
“What do you say when you are seeking 
to win a person to the Lord, and every 
time you quote Scripture, he says he does 
not believe the Bible?” 

“I quote more of it,” was the sage 
reply. “Don’t abandon your Sword just 
because your opponent doesn’t believe it 
is real.” We have God's promise that the 
Sword is real and that it will accomplish 
the work—whether the listener says he 
believes it or not. 


Choose Your Weapon 

A choice illustration of the adept and 
persistent use of the Word of God is 
found in an experience of Dr, Malan of 
Geneva. During a train ride to Paris, 
the doctor spoke to a fellow passenger 
about eternal things. Every time his com- 
panion tried to reason about the things 
of Christianity, Dr. Malan quoted a fit- 
ting verse of Scripture. Repeated at- 
tempts at evasion were met by more Bible 
quotations. 

Finally the man expostulated, “Don’t 
you see I don’t believe the Bible ?. What's 
the use of quoting it to me?” 

The doctor’s answer was simply this 
quotation from the Lord Jesus: “If ye 
believe not that I am he, ye shall die in 
your sins” (John 8:24). 

Several years passed, and then one day, 
Dr. Malan received the following mes- 
sage in his morning mail. ““You took the 
Sword of the Spirit and stabbed me 
through and through. And every time I 
tried to parry the blade, and get you to 
use your hands and not the heavenly 
steel, you simply gave me another stab. 
You made me feel I was not fighting 
you, but God.” The letter was from the 
man who had unsuccessfully sought to 
reason with Dr. Malan about the things 
of Christianity. The letter might never 
have been written if the good doctor had 
used other tactics. 

In our hands we have the same Word 
of God that Dr. Malan had. Constantly 
we are rubbing elbows with those who 
desperately need the wisdom that is 
found only in Christ. Much will depend 
on our faithful use of the Word of God. 
It will be sad if heaven reveals that in 
our campus witness we have used our 
hands rather than the heavenly steel, END 
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Nenprofessienal Missionaries 
(Continued from page 14) 


in routine clerical effort of no eternal 
value so far as I could see (except in 
personal equipping for the varied work 
of the mission field): this left only 
evenings and week ends for Christian 
service and the innumerable other items 
of the business of living. One of the big 
disadvantages of the nonprofessional 
missionary is the severe limitation of 
available time and strength, especially 
where the climate is exacting and all sen- 
sible people take an afternoon siesta. 
After he has served his employers the 
stipulated number of hours a day (some- 
times going the second mile, too), for 
the sake of Christian duty and example, 
how much time will be available for 
language study? And how many years 
before such a part-time language study 
student will master the language enough 
to preach in it? How much time will he 
be able to devote to Bible study, that 
the Word of God may dwell in him 
richly and that he may be well equipped 
to expound the whole counsel of God? 
“Better a full-blown missionary than a 
half-baked doctor,” an old missionary 
teacher used to tell those who wanted to 
divide their attention between preaching 
and healing. 


Our Money: “But missionary societies 
spend so much time asking for money, 
and I could be self-supporting. After all, 
Paul was a tent-maker.” Yes, but Paul 
was a pioneer who specially wished to 
avoid being chargeable to others (II Cor- 
inthians 11:9), and you probably won't 
be working in an area unworked by mis- 
sionaries, for the trader usually follows 
the missionary, Moreover, the mission- 
ary societies are all asking for men more 
than for money. They have the latter 
very often, but there is always a dearth 
of willing, skillful, full-time laborers in 
His harvest. God's promises are open to 
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all who claim them, and “what soldier 
ever went at his own charges?” ‘My 
God shall supply all your need according 
to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 
“Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you.” Ask any mem- 
ber of a faith mission if he has to spend 
all his time praying in funds, or whether 
God fails to supply all his need. 

Our Opportunities: ‘People won't 
listen today to the man who is paid to 
preach, though. Better be a Christian 
businessman, and people will respect my 
testimony more.” That maybe answers 
for America, but it counts for nothing in 
China or other eastern lands. The “‘reli- 
gious teacher,” as he is called, knows 
what he is talking about, thinks the or- 
dinary Chinese, for has he not specially 
studied theology in college? There is no 
stigma attached to a well-educated mis- 
sionaty because he does nothing but 
preach. 

Our Status: “Perhaps a man in a 
prominent business post would carry 
more weight than an ordinary preacher.” 
Again we need to search our motives to 
see if we are seeking great things for 
ourselves—in wealth, comfort, ease, 
power, or any other of the innumerable 
by-paths God’s servants may be drawn 
into. Not that poverty or hardship are 
every missionary’s lot, but all of us must 
beware of a divided heart. 

But the church’s cry in every land to- 
day is ‘Send us more teachers to teach 
us the Word of the Lord.” Nonprofes- 
sional missionaries can never take the 
place of missionaries, though they can 
supplement their efforts in places closed 
to the missionary or where the prevailing 
sentiment of the government of a 
country, from religious prejudices, exerts 
great pressure on the missionary and 
makes his task well-nigh impossible. 
Apart from these, comparatively rare, 
phenomena, it seems that—if all the 
world is to be filled with believers—our 
scanty, overworked missionary forces 
must be reinforced with men devoting 
heart and soul, time, talents, and train- 
ing, to bringing the lost to Christ before 
they pass to a lost destiny. END 
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Jesus Christ, the Same— 
(Continued from page 16) 


us, the trouble is particularly grievoy 
and hard to bear. By the working of 
God’s grace and His Spirit, the result 
of it will be pleasant to us and to others, 
This we are promised. 

So we have a mission for all faint. 
hearted ones: Get busy along the line of 
God’s will, bend your knees constantly 
in prayer to Him, and oh! be very care. 
ful to walk straight, for others are fol. 
lowing you (vv, 12-13). We shall not 
be able to discern God in these happen. 
ings and in our daily life without that 
holiness which is in Christ, that holi- 
ness which we must appropriate, for it 
is the pure in heart who see God (v. 14; 
Matthew 5:8). Such bitter things can 
spring up in life, things that divide and 
defile His people, if we do not make 
good use of His grace, and let that work 
through us to others (v. 15). 

“I will not have my rights trampled 
on and overridden,” said a Christian 
man at a church business meeting. A 
slightly deaf man bent forward and said, 
“Brother, did I hear you rightly? Jesus 
Christ did not get His rights; He took 
His wrongs instead at the Cross!” The 
offending member saw the point. 
“Brothers,” he declared, “I am all wrong. 
You settle the matter without me,” and 
in a few minutes, it was settled satis- 
factorily. That was the grace of God 
working where bitter division and heart 
defilement would have otherwise ensued. 

His warning is pointed by reference to 
an Old Testament story in vv. 16-17. 
The story is from Genesis 25:27-34. 
Esau did not value spiritual things; he 
was quite ready to part with them under 
the pressure of hunger and the chance 
of a good meal. And the Word tells 
us when that appetite was satisfied and 
he would like to have renewed his 
spiritual opportunity, he found no place 
for that change of mind. It does not 
say there was no place for repentance; 
there is always room for a true change 
of attitude towards God, but Esau could 
not find it for he was blind to the true 
value of spiritual things. Our Lord tells 
us they must come first, not second, or 
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uywhere else (Matthew 6:33). If you 
uly put them first, you will find the 
vheels of life run smoothly. Such is 
fis care for us and His deep under- 
ginding of our case. A man who found 
himself on the verge of financial ruin 
ly the exhaustion of the mine from 
vhich he drew his wealth, prayed much 
bout it, for he was a Christian. Always 
the answer came, “Go deeper.” He 
gught real heart adjustment to God and 
to His will, and was brought into a life 
of deeper spiritual blessing. But still 
ss he prayed, the answer came, “Go 
With purified heart and out- 
look and a clearer perception of God’s 
ways, he believed God was showing him 
where earthly wealth lay—he had first 
made sure of the spiritual. So he got 
his manager to strike a deeper shaft 
dose by the old exhausted mine, and 
doing so, struck a fortune, a fortune he 
was able to use in the ways and will of 
God, for his heart had been purified to 
seek first things first. There is a strong 
contrast in vv. 18-24 between God’s way 
of dealing with people under Old Testa- 
ment training—when even Moses, one 
of God’s lovers, was afraid—and His 
later dealings with us who are reconciled 
to God by the death of His Son. Did 
you ever think of the blood of Jesus 
speaking (v, 24)? It has a message for 
God! Has it any message for you? 
It s speaking. 

And oh! it is much more dangerous to 
tefuse the voice of Jesus, our Great In- 
tercessor, speaking to us from His throne 
in heaven, than it was for those who re- 
fused that awesome voice from Sinai. 
It was very serious for an Israelite to 
tefuse God. It very often meant death. 
But God’s grace and love and reconcilia- 
tion have not been manifested to us in 
these days that we should take life more 
lightly. Many things are being shaken 
today (vv, 25-29). Let us see to it that 
God’s rule in our lives is being more and 
more firmly established, that we are lay- 
ing hold of His wonderful grace offered 
to us in Jesus. The result will be a life 
well pleasing to God (v. 28). That is 
an eternal thing and will bring unchang- 
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ing eternal blessing. God’s mind about 
sin and holiness never changes, and He 
will be a consuming fire to all that hin- 
ders our holiness of life (v. 29). 

In chapter 13:1-6, home life—with 
its responsibility to show hospitality to 
strangers—is brought before us. We are 
shown also the sacredness of marriage; 
the call to sympathy with those in bond- 
age and in suffering reaches us. A wide 
field of opportunity opens to us in this 
today in the sending of CARE packages 
to suffering Europe and in prayer for 
all Displaced Persons’ Camps. The 
simple habit of being content with what 
we have, because we always have Him 
is the message of v. 5, and the equally 
happy habit of responding to His gra- 
cious promises with cheerful, fearless 
faith speaks to us from v. 6. 

Verses 7 and 8 we have already noted, 
and in v. 9 we are warned against strange 
doctrines competing with this simple life 
of taking and using God’s great grace 
to us in order to live like Him. 

Verses 10-14 have their base in God’s 
Old Testament revelation (Leviticus 
4:13-21). There was a sacrifice offered 
for the sin of all the people which, be- 
cause it was identified with their sin, 
was so unholy in God’s sight that it was 
burned outside the camp. And yet the 
blood of that sacrifice was sprinkled in 
the Holiest of all and made room for 
sinners to be accepted before God. It 
was cast out that ¢hey might be brought 
in. That sacrifice was not eaten by priests 
or people (v. 10). It was consumed by 
fire outside the camp. It was a picture 
of Jesus Christ who identified Himself 
with our sin (II Corinthians 5:21). 
God’s judgment fell on Him because 
of this, and He was cast out of God's 
holy presence that we might be brought 
in (Psalm 22:1; Matthew 27:46; He- 
brews 9:24). The response to this God 
asks of us is that we should take the 
same attitude toward sin that Christ did. 
He died to set us free from it. We can 
take this attitude only by identifying 
ourselves with Him as He once did with 
us. “Let us go forth therefore unto him 
without the camp, bearing his reproach.” 
Of that Sacrifice we have a right to par- 


Thank you, Miss Brook! 

With this chapter, His concludes its series 
of eight studies in the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
They were prepared by Miss Frances Brook of 
Hollyburn, British Columbia, a Christian 
whose discerning studies of the Word of God 
have helped many. 

Though kept from missionary work in 
China by ill health, Miss Brook come to Can- 
ada from her native England for full time 
work among women and children. Now re- 
tired from more active work, she puts her 
time to good use in the prayer to which God 
called her years ago—and in the preparation 
of such devotional helps as these studies. 


take. It was offered for us. Through ap- 
propriating it and the One so freely 
given for our sins, we come into right re- 
lationship with God. We are accepted 
by Him, and we hate sin as Christ hated 
it. The world cannot and will not stand 
for such holiness of life, and—because 
we arte identified with Christ in all His 
interests—casts us out as it once cast 
Him out. It has no place for us (v, 14 
and John 15:18-19). But this need not 
hinder our life of praise and doing good 
and pleasing God (vv. 15-16). We 
shall find it well to take the advice of 
those who led us to Christ and who 
watch prayerfully over us (v. 17). 

The writer of Hebrews was himself in 
need of prayer that he might live as he 
was exhorting others to live. How great 
a blessing would come to him and to 
them as they prayed (vv. 18-19). And 
the One who brought our Lord Jesus 
back from the dead because His blood 
had really atoned for and put away sin, 
that One will take up the cause of all vol- 
untarily associated with Christ, He will 
perfect in us this life of pleasing God, 
working in us the mind and heart to do 
His blessed will, and bringing honor to 
His own dear Son through our changed 
lives (vv. 20-21). Thus with a few more 
practical words our epistle ends. It has 
brought before us a full, life-sized por- 
trait of our Lord and it tells us that the 
God who sealed His life-sacrifice with 
resurrection and ascension glory will 
make our yielded lives a source of joy 
and fresh glory to Him. Men will see 
our good works and glorify our Father 
who is in heaven. 

Can we ask less of life than just that? 
And just that, God will accomplish in us 
by His Spirit for the greater glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. So be it. END 


29 








Nonprofessional Missionaries 
—Yes 
(Continued from page 15) 


ment for his company. Later he met an 
English girl through whose family he 
was led to Christ from Romanism, Since 
then he has served Christ as did his 
wife’s father, a prominent Buenos Aires 
dentist. 

E is treasurer of a British phar- 
maceutical house in Rio de Janeiro, but 
he found time to start a church in San 
Carlos, possibly the worst slum district in 
town. Things have happened in San 
Carlos, and the Brazilian government— 
realizing that it is the influence of this 
church that makes it safe for a policeman 
to enter the district at night—has con- 
tributed to his work. In a nominally 
Romanist country this means much. 

W. is another businessman, execu- 
tive of a North American bank, whose 
home is a rendezvous for missionaries en 
route to or from stations in the hinter- 
land of Brazil; his counsel on fiscal and 
exchange matters has proved invaluable. 
He takes part in Sunday school work, 
in Portuguese of course, and helps with 
the musical work of the church, in ad- 
dition to keeping in touch with com- 
munity affairs. 

I remember when I met W——. We 
had just arrived in Rio from Buenos 
Aires, where we had had a weekly Eng- 
lish Bible study group in our home in the 
heart of town. Then we had moved to 
the suburbs and the Fellowship group 
had expanded to become two groups. 
(One of our number, B——, moved to 
Montevideo where he started a Bible 
class for young upper-class Uruguayans, 
B—— was connected with the Ameri- 
can Consulate.) As Rio had no spiritual 
weeknight activities in English, we 
wanted to start something similar. ‘But 
who will come?” asked W. . “Well, 
with our wives we'll be four, and all we 
need is ‘two or three.’” And so the 
Fellowship began; one by one others en- 
tered until there were ten homes on our 
printed program, Scores of missionaries 
—some even from China and Africa— 
visited us; twice we had a Roman Catho- 
lic priest in our midst; several hundred 
different people attended, and among 
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them were many nonprofessionals from 
all over South America. 

There was a Standard Oil comptroller 
from Chile, influential in young people’s 
work in Santiago; the manager of an 
English coal company in southern Ar- 
gentina, active in broadcasting the gos- 
pel. D—— was an engineer from Sao 
Paulo, also shepherd of a flock, most of 
them led to Christ by him and his sen- 
hora. But it is difficult for an engineer 
in South America because, in order to 
qualify—in Argentina and Brazil at least 
—an engineer must take his exams in the 
local language. How would you like to 
retake your college exams in Portu- 
guese? 

The same is true of the medical pro- 
fession, although this did not bother Dr. 
F because he came before the law 
was established. He was not a preacher; 
he wanted to help the Brazilians and felt 
led to start medical work in the interior, 
in a state where no surgical operation 
had ever been performed. The priest 
warned everybody of this heretic, but 
somehow the heretic seemed to heal his 
patients; and one day the priest, desper- 
ately ill, was obliged to seek his help. 
Dr. F asked him if he would object 
if he prayed first. Dubiously the priest 
agreed, was operated on, and recovered. 
Today a 300-bed hospital serves patients 
flown in even from Rio, the nurses’ 
training school is the finest in all Brazil, 
and a full-time chaplain gives out the 
gospel to the patients. 

G—— was no preacher either, but the 
last time I heard of him he was the radi- 
ologist at Dr. F——’s hospital and pilot 
of the hospital plane which overcomes 
the great distances and poor transporta- 
tion of Brazil. 

J was a trader, doing well, sup- 
plementing his commercial activities 
with a clear testimony, while his wife 
conducted a successful Child Evangelism 
work. 

K , another trader, left us and 
moved to Sao Paulo, started a children’s 
work in his home and within a few 
weeks had over a hundred. 

Captain M , skipper of an English 
liner, spent his evening in port giving 




















out the gospel wherever opportunity pre. 
sented itself. He visited us and at his 
next port, Santos, the big coffee port, 
stirred up an English couple so that they 
started a similar Fellowship. 

A Rhodes scholar with the State De. 
partment—now an American consul in 
a Latin American capital—executives, 
pilots, mechanics, printers (doing an ex. 
cellent job for the missionaries), a re. 
tired engineer teaching English (and the 
gospel) to better-class Brazilians: these 
and many others we were privileged to 
meet, and for them and their fellowship 
in the gaspel I know that many a profes. 
sional missionary has thanked God; toa 
man far from home they are a source of 
strength and blessing. 

If all the Christians going abroad 
would remember that “he that doeth the 
will of God abideth forever,” what re 
inforcement they would be to the full- 
time missionary ! 





For Sinners Only 


(Continued from front cover) 


As Bible-believing students we need to 
remember that even as Christians we 
can do nothing of ourselves which is ab- 
solutely good, but that “every virtue we 
possess, every victory won and every 
thought of holiness are His alone.” We 
must realize that we are of ourselves no 
better than other students regardless of 
their lives and beliefs or lack of beliefs. 
We must constantly confess that we have 
only that which God has given us, and 
that it is as sinners—and only as sinners 
—saved by grace that we tell our class- 
mates, fellow-sinners with us, of the Sav- 
iour, the sinner’s Friend. 

Our personal conviction and attitude 
must always be, 

Naught have I gotten but what I re 
ceived; 

Grace hath bestowed it since I have 
believed; 

Boasting excluded, pride I abase; 

I’m only a sinner saved by grace! 
—csW 
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iMuch of this material is dealt with, directly 
w indirectly, in a book in preparation by this 
yiter on “Archaeology and Bible History.” 
‘Jack Finegan, “Light Sone the Ancient Past,” 
Princeton University Press, 1946, p. 186. 
tR, H. Pfeiffer, “Introduction to the Old 
Testament,’ New York, Harper, p. 765. 
t[bid., p. 759. 

‘Finegan, op. cit., p. 174, points out that 
Yr a long time” the reference in Isaiah was 
the sole place in extant literature where Sar- 
gon’s name appeared. 

‘Noted by George L. Robinson, ‘The Bearing 
of Archaeology on the Old Testament’ New 
York, American Tract Society, 1941, p. 96. 
‘Noted by A. T. Olmstead, “History of As- 
syria,” 1923, p. 282. 

' Finegan, op. cit., p. 174. 


| 9H. V. Hilprecht, “Explorations in Bible 


Lands During the 19th Century,” Philadel- 
phia, Holman, 1903, p. 86. 

10For further development, see J. P. Free, 
"Archaeology and the Age of Solomon: 
Solomon’s Stables,’ Sunday School Times, 
January 1, 1944. 

Noted by W. F. Albright, “The Archae- 
ology of Palestine and the Bible,” New York, 
Revell, 1935, p. 46. 

4%], W. Crowfoot has sought to date these 
stables a little later than Solomon's time and 
to assign them to Omri and Ahab’s period; 
see ]. P. Free, “Oriental Institute Archaeologi- 
cal report on the Near East, 1941,” American 
Journal of Semitic Languages and Litera- 
tres, Vol. LVIII, No. 4, October, 1941, p. 
410. However, as W. F. Albright has ob- 
served to the writer (oral communication), 
the stables were built in Solomon's time 
(971-931 B.C.) and used down through the 
period of Omri (885-874 B.C.) and Ahab 
(874-853 B.C.). Crowfoot bas merely taken 
into account their later re-use. 

''George A. Barton, “Archaeology and the 
Bible,” Philadelphia, American Sunday School 
Union, 1937, p. 130, gives three hundred 
horses as the capacity of these stables, while 
R. M. Engberg, formerly of the Oriental In- 
stitute of the University of Chicago, in “The 
Dawn of Civilization,’ 1938, p. 207, gives 
“almost five hundred.” 

44 Millar Burrows, “What Mean These 
Stones?” American Schools of Oriental Re- 
search, 1941, p. 254. 

15 Genesis 15:20; 23:10; 25:9; 26:34; 36:2, 
ett. For other references, see a concordance. 
16 Stephen L. Caiger, “Bible and Spade,” Ox- 
ford University Press, 1936, p. 98. 

7E. A. Wallis Budge, “Egypt and her Asi- 
atic Empire,’ New York, 1902, p. 136. 

18 Barton, op. cit., p. 75. 

Free, “Archaeology and the Age of Solo- 
mon: Solomon's Seaport,” Sunday School 
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American Schools of Oriental Research,” No. 
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*! John Trever has given his account of the 
Jerusalem scrolls in “The Biblical Archae- 
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May, 1948, by G. Ernest Wright. Dr. Trener 
also gave a report on the manuscript at the 
fall meeting of the Chicago Society of Biblical 
Research, which was attended by the writer of 
this article. 


** In addition to Albright, Burrows of Yale, 
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Sukenik of the Hebrew University in Jeru- 
salem, and Trever, who photographed the 
manuscript, are all convinced that it is ancient. 
Until more study is made, there is little value 
to be attached to the opinion that it dates 
from the middle ages, suggested by Dr. Solo- 
mon Zeitlin, Professor of Rabbinical Literature 
at Dropsie College in Philadelphia. (Report 
in New York Times, summarized in The 
Presbyterian Guardian, March, 1949, p. 57.) 
An Associated Press dispatch from Jerusalem 
dated March 18 reports that archaeologists 
have just found late Hellenic pottery in the 
cave where the manuscript was found, point- 
ing to the first or second century, B.C. 
For a fuller summary of the discovery and 
significance of the new Isaiah manuscript, see 
J. P. Free, “Recent Archaeological Develop- 
ments: The New Isaiah Manuscript,” Sun- 
day School Times, March 26, 1949. 

£8 Article on “The Contents and Significance 
of the Manuscripts,’ The Biblical Archae- 
ologist, September, 1948, pp. 60-61. 

£4R. F. Harper, “The Code of Hammurabi 
King of Babylon,” University of Chicago 
Press, 1904, p. xi. 

£5 For several years Hammurabi has been 
dated c. 2000 B.C. A new minimal chronology, 
followed by many Near Eastern specialists to- 
day, dates the reign of Hammurabi 1728-1686 
B.C. Cf. W. F. Albright, “A Third Revision of 
the Early Chronology of Western Asia,” Bul- 
letin of the American Schools of Oriental Re- 
search, No. 88, December, 1942, especially 
pp. 30-31. 

26 For the relation of the Code of Hammurabi 
to the Bible, see J. P. Free, ‘Notes on Open 
Letters: The Code of Hammurabi,” Sunday 
School Times, November 11, 1944. 

£7 Burrows, op. cit., p. 56, acknowledges 
that some scholars have supposed that the 
level of Mosaic laws was too high for such 
an early time, but he notes that any such as- 
sumption has been effectively refuted by the 
discovery of this Babylonian law code, as well 
as several other ancient law codes. 

£8 Barton, op. cit., p. 406. 

£9 I, J. Gelb, P. M. Purves, and A. A. Mac- 
Rae, ‘'Nuzi Personal Names,” University of 
Chicago Press, 1943, p. 1. 

$0 For a summary of the significance of the 
Nuzi tablets, see J. P. Free, "A Set of Family 
Archives,” Sunday School Times, March 24, 
1945. 

$1 Hebrew word, 
Genesis 31:19. 

82 This is effectively presented by A. A. Mac- 
Rae in “The Relation of Archaeology to the 
Bible” in the volume, ‘Modern Science and 
Christian Faith’ Wheaton, Van Kampen 
Press, 1948, p. 273. 


translated “images” in 


during the shameful days past when we 
walked in the “lusts of the flesh”—per- 
haps to an even greater extent than were 
our gifts. But God, comes to dwell 
in us through His Spirit in such a rich, 
abundant way that all of our being—our 
bodies and our natural gifts (as well as 
the spiritual gifts we newly receive)— 
find their highest, best expression in 
pleasing Him and doing His will, After 
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all, we had no more to say in the matter 
of whatever natural gifts we received 
than we had in the color of our eyes or 
the size of our feet. Why then should 
we suppose that an all-wise Creator, who 
“called us . . . according to his own pur- 
pose and grace . . . before the world 
began,” would deem worthless those 
qualities with which He endowed us 
when He allowed us to come into the 
world? God doesn’t indulge in a lot of 
wasted motion. He gave us particular 
gifts, because He knew ahead of time 
what He wanted to do with them after 
we became His. 


Detroit, Mich. THERESE LAKE 


HIS in Lebanon 

We had a good time reading the Jan- 
uary His, “The Ten Commandments and 
the Campus” is Woods at his best. . . . 
Verduin’s article was amazing—mature 
and well done. These two had spiritual 
punch that is difficult to match. Todd's 
article “You Can Lead Bible Study” was 
good ... good for me.... 

The only possibility of starting an 
IVCF-style group here would be by de- 
liberately planting vigorous Christian 
students in the student body. They might 
be students from Cyprus, specially 
trained Christian commandos, They 
could also be Americans of Near Eastern 
origin. . . , This is necessary because at 
present the only students who have any 
understanding of Christianity are a few 
Catholics who have been catechized in 
some church school, I have yet to meet 
any Protestants who know what they are 


supposed to believe . . . or care. 
American University 


Beirut, Lebanon CHARLES W. MILLER 


ee ene eaieeiednesienmel 
Sound teaching from the Word, helpful 


discussions of campus problems, and plenty 
of delightful Christian fellowship with like- 
minded students are on the program for the 
various IVCF summer week-length confer- 
ences. The following are scheduled: Kes- 
wick, N. J., June 11-19; Camp Pinnacle, N. 
Y., June 13-20; Ben Lippen, N. C., June 
11-18; Maranatha, Mich., June 13-20; Mb. 
Hermon, Calif., August 29 to September 5; 
Camp Ihduhapi, Minn., early in September; 
and the nurses’ retreat at Cedar Lake, Ind., 
July 11-17. For information about any of 
these, ask your IVCF staff member, or write 
to Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, 64 
West Randolph, Chicago 1. Canadians should 
write to the Canadian IVCF Office, 30 St. 
Mary, Toronto 5. 








News of the Campus 
(Continued from inside back cover) 


IVCF staff member, as well as an authority 
on Sumerian and Babylonian archaeology 
recently returned from an expedition to 
Iraq. So much interest was shown in the 
series that the lectures had to be held 
in a larger hall than expected. Howard 
McFall wrote: “The full results are not 
yet clear, but one thing is certain—never 
before has this chapter reached so many 
unsaved students with the gospel of 
Christ.”’ 

The week end of March 4-6 was the oc- 
casion of Penn’s spring chapter conference 
at Keswick Grove, New Jersey. Although 
the attendance was small, students be- 
lieve it was a time of definite spiritual 
strengthening. 


e That same week end, students 
from colleges in the upper New York 
area met at Cornell University for a time 
of blessing and inspiration under the 
ministry of Dr. Hudson T. Armerding of 
the Gordon Theological Seminary. Staff 
members Jane Hollingsworth, Margaret 
Fish, and Ralph Willoughby led the 
Bible study and discussion groups. 


@ Ata recent evening fellowship hour 
of the St. Cloud Teachers College chapter, 
slides and movies were shown of Campus 
in the Woods 1948. The purpose was to 
encourage members to give toward a fund 
to help send delegates to the various 
IVCF conferences being held this summer. 


e The IVCF group at the University 
of Texas (Austin) has been carrying on 
a successful Bible study program for the 
past eight months, with Christians work- 
ing in pairs to increase their knowledge 
of God’s Word. In most cases, an ad- 
vanced Bible student works with one less 
advanced. From a beginning which in- 
volved three or four, the activity now 
includes nearly twenty students. The en- 
tire chapter meets together for one hour 
of concentrated Bible study a week in 
addition to these. Betty Jean Collins ob- 
serves: “The plan has been of great 
value, particularly in introducing new 
Christians to their new life and in getting 
them well established in the faith.” 


@ McGill Christian Fellowship has been 
busy conducting Sunday evening services 
in a number of the churches in Montreal. 


e Several of the married couples of 
the Iowa State College chapter have been 
taking turns at opening their homes and 
apartments for their own married peo- 
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ple’s Bible study. There are usually one 
or two visiting families each week, which 
gives the Christians a real opportunity 
to be of help. 

@ The first social affair of the semester 
for the Christian Collegiate Fellowship 
(Modesto Junior College, California) was 
a “Spaghetti Wind-up,”’ attended by forty 
students. The evening ended with a testi- 
mony service around the fireplace. 


e Michigan State Normal IVCF 
showed ‘“The God of the Atom,” Moody 
Institute of Science film, on two succes- 
sive days on their campus, The first week 
in March Dr. H. H. Savage of Pontiac, 
Michigan, brought a helpful message on 
evolution. 


@ Thirty nurses attended the first city- 
wide meeting of the Sf. Paul Christian 
Nurses Fellowship. The publicity committee 
made good use of the radio, the news- 
papers, and special notices to the various 
hospitals. Mary Beaton brought a helpful 
message followed by group discussion on 
“How to Be a Better Witness on the 
Wards.” 


e The CNF at Mounds-Midway 
School of Nursing now has two daily 
prayer meetings in addition to the weekly 
Bible study, conducted by one of the 
nurses. 


@ The Campus Christians of Superior 
State College (Wisconsin) report that they 
have seen many prayers answered this past 
semester. Some time ago, this chapter 
held a joint meeting with the Minnesota 
Christian Fellowship, Duluth branch (Sup- 
erior and Duluth being twin cities). 


e The Oberlin College (Ohio) 
IVCF was host to the chapters from 
Western Reserve University, Baldwin- 
Wallace College, Case School of Applied 
Science, and Muskingum College at a 
Lincoln Day party. The party was a real 
success, they report, in the opportunities 
it provided for chapters to share ideas 
with each other. 


@ The Mankato Teachers College Chris- 
tian Fellowship, (Minnesota) organized in 
January, now has an average attendance 
of eighteen, and God's blessing seems to 
be resting richly upon the new chapter. 


e@ The IVCF of the University of 
Illinois recently conducted a series of lec- 
tures where professors explained the re- 
lationship of their fields to their faith in 
Christ. The speakers were all faculty 
members of Wheaton College and the 
fields covered were philosophy, history, 
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and science. Ella Richards reports: “In. 
stead of the one weekly Bible study per. 
iod we had last semester, we have found 
that twelve small groups allow for more 
intensive study and greater participa. 
tion.” 

@ The Michigan Christian Fellowship 
has been well represented in the indepen. 
dent division of the University’s intramural 
sports program this year, placing second 
in touch football competition in a league 
of twenty teams. One of the outstand. 
ing individual players is Bob Willoughby, 
Michigan varsity gymnast. Bob’s brother 
Ralph is IVCF staff member in the upper 
New York area. 

The Social Action Committee of MCF is 
still carrying on with its library service 
at the University of Michigan Hospital, 
Book carts are used to take the books 
from room to room, and students enjoy 
cheering the patients and reading to the 
man in the iron lung. 

e Washington State College’s Col- 
legiate Christian Fellowship opened the 
spring semester with a gym social, to 
which new students were especially in- 
vited. An evening of swimming, basket- 
ball, and volleyball was enjoyed, fol- 
lowed by a devotional time and eats. 

@ Dawson Trotman of the Navigators 
and Paul Beckwith, IVCF staff member, 
were recent speakers at the Friday Chapel 
Hours of the University of Minnesota IVCF. 

The Star, Minneapolis daily, recently 
printed an article on Jim Mcintyre, Min- 
nesota’s outstanding basketball center. 
The article was a condensed version of the 
story which Mel Larson wrote for the 
Moody Monthly some time ago. Jim has 
been active in the Minnesota IVCF during 
the current school year. 

Mark this date on your calendar, you 
His reporters—August 10. It’s the dead- 
line for news items for the October issue 
of His, Send in reports on the summer 
activities of your chapter, your plans for 
the coming school year, your new slate of 
officers, interesting and worthwhile ways 
your individual members put in their 
summer months, and especially items 
about those who have come to Christ 


through your chapter witness. 
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Medical Society, 64 West Randolph, Chi- 
ago Z 


e The latter part of April, the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the International 
| Fellowship of Evangelical Students will 
hold its 1949 meetings at Bjornegard, 
Sandvika, Norway. Plans will be made at 
this time for the IFES European student 
leadership training school to be held at 
Ballaigues, near Vallorbe, Switzerland, 
from August 6 to September 3. This pro- 
posed summer school is very much a 
venture of faith. Earnest prayer is there- 
fore requested for its planning and carry- 
ing out, that it may prove the beginning 
| of real student leadership training for 
Europe with the consequent establish- 
ment of strong, virile evangelical unions 
(Fellowship chapters) on the Continent. 
e Mr. C. Stacey Woods, General 
Secretary of the IFES as well as of the 
Canadian and American IVCFs, left for 
Europe the middle of April to spend 
several months in Norway, Sweden, 
Germany, France, and Switzerland. 
After attending the Executive Commit- 
tee sessions in Norway, Mr. Woods will 
confer with Swedish leaders and then 
go on to Germany, to help Herr Ernst 
Schrupp in the needy work there. Part 
of June and most of July he will be in 
France assisting in the work of the /ycees 
and university camps being held in Brit- 
tany. Following that is the summer 
school at Ballaigues, Switzerland. Pray 
that the many—from other countries as 
well as from Switzerland—who heard 
the gospel message at the winter ski 
camp but did not receive the Saviour, 
may do so at the camp being held dur- 
ing the present spring vacation. 


Medics Convene 


The Christian Medical Society is announc- 
ing its third annual convention to be held this 
year at Philadelphia from June 3-5, imme- 
diately preceding the convention of the Amer- 
tan Medical Association at Atlantic City. 
Sessions will be held at the Christian Asso- 
ation Building, 3601 Locust Street, on the 
campus of the University of Pennsylvania. A 
number of worthwhile sections have been 
planned, among them, Medical Missions, The 
Physician's Witness, The Relation of Sin to 
Disease, and The Practicing Christian Physi- 
tian. One of the highlights of the convention 
will be the banquet on Saturday night. 

For further information or to make reser- 
vations for the convention, doctors and medi- 
tal students should write to the Christian 








e French IVCF staff representative, 
Mile. Raymonde Brunel, requests prayer 
for the non-Christian students of France, 
that they may be stirred from their leth- 
argy by the Holy Spirit to attend gospel 
meetings, and that as a result they may 
accept Christ as Saviour. 

e Robert Finley, IVCF campus 
evangelist, has been on a world tour of 
student centers since last September. 
After the IFES summer school at Lau- 
sanne, Switzerland, Bob went on to a 
rally at Basel, where over a hundred 
sought salvation, among them two stu- 
dents from the University of Naples, 
Italy. 

From here, Bob went on to Greece. 
He wrote: “More so than any other place 
I have yet visited, the University of 
Athens is ripe for an evangelical student 
witness of the IVCF caliber.” Students 
in several evangelical churches are in- 
terested in such a witness, as well as some 
of the Greek Orthodox faith, “If,” wrote 
Bob, “reformation comes to Greece, it 
will most likely begin with the students.” 
Pray for them and this possibility. 

At Larnaca, Cyprus, over fifty stu- 
dents at the American Academy made a 
profession of faith. Pray for these new 
Christians as they go on to the Ameri- 
can University at Beirut, to the Universi- 
ties of Athens or Cairo, or to the Hebrew 
University. 

From India, where he reported the 
conversion of many students, Bob wrote, 
“Never in my life have I seen such mani- 
fest hunger for information about the 
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News of WORLD CAMPUSES 


Person of our Lord Jesus Christ as I have 
seen here.” While in India, he visited 
schools and centers in Calcutta, Mus- 
soorie, Lucknow, and Allahabad. 

In the Philippines and China, Bob 
spent some time with IVCF leaders. 
Meetings in Shanghai were signally 
blessed of God and many professed con- 
version. At the time of this writing, Bob 
is in Japan working with Miss Irene 
Webster-Smith and Roy Hasegawa. Spe- 
cial prayer is asked for him as he leaves 
Japan and goes on to Hawaii during the 
latter half of April and May, to assist 
in the work there as it goes forward un- 
der the guidance of Miss Gwen Wong. 

e Associate General Secretary. 
Charles H. Troutman, recently spent two 
weeks with Edward and Margaret Pente- 
cost in Mexico City, surveying the de- 
veloping student work in that place and 
conferring with the Pentecosts regarding 
the extension of the student witness 
throughout Latin America. Troutman 
reported a recent deepening of spiritual 
interest among Christian students as well 
as a number of professed conversions. 
The new student center is proving an 
effective base for an evangelical student 
witness in that city. 

e Pray earnestly for Roy Hasegawa, 
Irene Webster-Smith’s coworker in the 
IVCF ministry in Japan. He is a splen- 
did, consecrated young man, but his pres- 
ent state of health is very poor, Pray that 
God may grant him recovery and restore 
him to the work. Another acute need of 
the Japanese IVCF is paper, so that the 
publications program—providing badly 
needed books and a magazine for the 
Christian students—may get under way. 
Pray that God may supply this need. END 
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Mere academic knowledge gained 
from study of helpful books is not 
enough to make your life spiritually 
fruitful. Daily, personal, devotional 
study of God’s Word, plus prayer, is 
the necessary factor. Use these ques- 
tions to help guide your Quiet Time 
this month. 
Sunday, May I 
PSALM 61 (1) What pictures does the 
psalmist employ to depict man’s utter 
helplessness and God's protective care? 
Perhaps there are some lessons I can 
learn only when I am completely at the 
end of my own resources (v.2). (2) 
Study vv. 5-8 as a picture of the rela- 
tionship that should exist between God 
and His children. What had God done 
for David? How did David respond? 
What did David ask of God? What 
did he promise God? Has God heard 
any vows from me? Do I praise Him 
for the strength He provides to carry 
out these promises every day (v. 8)? 
Monday, May 2 
PsALM 62 (1) How do wv, 1-7 make 
David's appeal in v. 8 so forceful ? When 
will my advice to others (from class- 
mates to Sunday school pupils) “‘to trust 
in God at all times” be most effective? 
(2) Study v. 8 carefully. What practical 
suggestion does it give for developing a 
deep trust in God at all times? (3) what 
is the other great force competing for 
man’s confidence (v. 10)? In varying 
forms it snares the rich man and the poor 
man and is liable to deflect even true ser- 
vants of God, Cp. I Tim. 6:9, 10, 17. 


Tuesday, May 3 
PsaLM 63 (1) Something even more 


glorious than trust in God is here re- 
vealed. What is it? (2) Consider 
David's circumstances at this time, in 
the wilderness (v. 1), expelled from 
his kingdom by his own son. He was 
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cut off from all conveniences and lux- 
uries and even from worshiping in the 
tabernacle he had made in Jerusalem for 
the ark. Which did he count the greater 
hardship? Do I think more about the 
satisfaction of my body than that of my 
soul (vv. 1, 5)? Read Matt. 5:6, (3) 
What is my personal attitude toward the 
many soul-destroying influences abroad 
today (v. 9)? Do I look upon them as 
harmless and so condone them ? 
Wednesday, May 4 

PsALM 64 (1) Note the specific thing 
from which David prays to be delivered. 
The key to the psalm is in v. 6, “They 
search out iniquities.”” Why did this 
alarm David? Recall II Sam. 11. (2) 
We too, as Christians have our enemies, 
chief of whom is Satan. He delights to 
search out our iniquities and to remind 
us of them, directly through our con- 
sciences or indirectly through others. 
What is the only way of peace in such 
circumstances? David could write v. 10 
because he had already uttered Ps. 51. 
See I Jn. 1:9 and 3:20-21; also Phil. 
4:6-8, 

Thursday, May & 

PsALM 65 (1) All sorts of people every- 
where turn to God in prayer in crises 
and emergencies. They may even re- 
ceive answers (v. 2). But for the man 
who would really commune with God 
and know His blessing, there is a con- 
dition. What is that? Note the signi- 
ficance of v. 3 before v. 4. Cp. also Ps. 
66:18. Do I just “come” (v. 2) to God 
when I am in need or am I learning to 
“dwell” (v. 4) at all times in His pres- 
ence? (2) In what way do vv, 6-13 
show the grounds of men’s confidence in 
God? These are the expression of His 
love for all. But as Christians, we know 
Him by another name than Creator and 
Preserver of all mankind. What is that 
(v.5)? 

Friday, May 6 

PsALM 66 (1) What aspect of God is 
stressed in vv. 1-7? Man in his pride is 
apt to rebel against God. Instead of such 
a spirit, what attitude should govern my 
thoughts of God (vv.1, 2, 4, 8)? (2) 
When trials are faced in this spirit in- 
stead of with rebellion, what is the re- 
sult (v. 12)? In turn, this leads to 





further praise (vv. 13-20). How do nents 0 
praying, 
culties? (3) What is the barrier to pre. , oavert 
vailing prayer? Does Christ control the | mong 
God be 
ways af 
in my li 
PsALM 67 (1) Where does the psalmist Iuesd 
expect God to begin when he prays for | BALM 
the extension of His kingdom? What is | point 1 
perhaps the most powerful motive that | three 


I react to my disappointments and diff. 


inmost thoughts of my heart? See II Cor, 
10:5. 
Saturday, May 7 


will awaken in me a greater longing for 
God’s deepening work in my life? And 
vice versa, what should be the outcome 
of God’s hand of blessing upon any 
group or individual ? See v. 7. (2) When 
men come to know God’s way and His 
salvation, what is their great expecta. 

tion and source of rejoicing (v. 4)? | 
Cp. Ps. 98:9. In these days of misgiving 
as to the future, do my fellow-students 
detect in me a joyous hope and certainty? 
Sunday, May 3 

PsALM 69 (1) Above and beyond its 
primary description of David’s own 
trials, the Holy Spirit designed this 
psalm to picture the sufferings .of the 
Saviour. See how often the N. T. applies 
it to Christ (cp. v, 4 with Jn. 15:25; 
v. 9 with Jn. 2:17 & Rom. 15:3; v. 21 
with Jn. 19:28-29). (2) The impreca- 

tory prayers of vv, 22-28 are a prophetic | 
picture of God’s wrath upon all who re- 
ject the Crucified Saviour, See Christ's 
own prophetic denunciations (Matt, 23) 
ending with the very phrase of v. 25, 

“your house is left unto you desolate.” 

(3) Contrast v. 6, If I am not “con- 

founded” and under God’s wrath like 
those in vv, 22-28, what is the a | 
reason? Read v. 7 in the light of Isa. 
33:3, 5. 

Monday, May 9 

PsALM 70 (1) What two classes of 
seekers are contrasted here? Why ate 
they diametrically opposed? Was it just 
physical harm that David feared? Study 
v. 2 in the light of Eph. 6:12. (2) Re- 
peatedly in the O.T. God promised to 
those who obeyed Him complete deliver- 
ance from all their enemies. See Ex. 
23:22. When David prayed “let them 
be ashamed” what did he mean? Cp. 
Ps. 83:16. Am I confidently asking for 
deliverance from all who may be instru- 
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w do nents of spiritual harm, at the same time 

dif. paying that, if possible, they may be 

Pre. averted? See Matt, 5:44. (3) Am I 

1 the | mong those who say continually, ‘Let 

Cor, God be magnified”? If so, in what new 
mys am I seeing Him fulfill this prayer 
inmy life? 

mist | Tuesday, May 10 

: for | PSALM 71 (1) From what age view- 

at ig | point is this psalm written? Find here 

that | three declarations of David’s trust in 


for | God, present, past, and future. Cp. Heb. 
And | 13:8. Meditate in this connection on 
ome |v. 3. Have I “continual” or just “‘oc- 
any | sional’ recourse to God? (2) What 
hen | trouble (vv. 9-12) does David plead to 
His | be spared from as greater far than all 


cta- | the afflictions actually endured (v, 20) ? 
1)? | See also v. 18. From this deepest of all 
ing | rouble the Saviour was not spared (see 
nts | Matt. 27:40-46). Do I know why? 
ty? | Read Rom. 8:32, 34. (3) Study wv, 17- 
| 18. David considered his knowledge of 
its God and His precepts a trust to pass on 
wo | toothers. Do I have such a sense of re- 
his || sponsibility to my generation—to my 
he | classmates at school? What are my most 
ies } frequent topics of conversation (vv. 15, 
5; | 16, 24) ? 
21 || Wednesday, May I1 
~a- || PALM 72 (1) The glorious era en- 
tic H visaged here was only partly realized 
e- || under David’s son Solomon (v. 1). But 
’s || when his greater Son becomes the uni- 
) || versal king, then this prophecy will be 
5, | completely fulfilled. With wv. 17, 11 
jj tead Lk, 1:32-33 & I Cor. 15:24-25. 
1 || (2) What will be the limits of His 
e || sovereignty? What will be the char- 
y acteristics of His reign? Try to visual- 
. 


|| Ze v. 7, Will “might” be allowed to 
masquerade any longer as “right” (vv. 
| 4,14)? (3) Has He established such 
| a reign within my heart? Do I daily 
|| Ptaise Him (v. 15) ? How do my prayers 
|| Measure up to the great and final prayer 
I! of David (v.19) ? 
Tharsday, May 12 
|| PETER 1:1-11 (1) What is significant 
|| about Peter’s attitude toward his hearers 
|| (v. 1)? (2) By what means does God 
: supply His life, the divine nature (vv. 
\| 3-4)? Note the use of the word 
|| “through.” (3) The Christian life is a 
two-way transaction. In order to receive 
| 
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the promise of God, what does the Chris- 
tian need to do (vv. 5-7)? (4) These 
things” mentioned in v. 8 result in what? 
(5) God is faithfully doing His part in 
giving. Am I preparing myself for re- 
ceiving that His work be not in vain? 


Friday, May 13 
II PETER 1:12-21 (1) Why does Peter 


insist on reminding them of known truth © 


(vv. 14-15)? (2) To what unique ex- 
perience of which Peter was an eye- 
witness does he refer in vv, 16-17 (Mark 
9:2-8)? (3) Where can we behold His 
glory (v. 19)? (4) What does v. 21 
say about the inspiration of God’s word? 
Satarday, May 14 

II PETER 2 (1) From what group will 
false teachers come (vv. 1, 13)? What 
is the result of this fifth-column ap- 
proach (v. 12)? (2) Why does Peter 
give a history of God’s dealing with 
those who rebelled against Him (v. 9) ? 
(3) What is their effect on weak or 
new Christians (vv. 14, 18) ? (4) What 
is the danger of rejecting light concern- 
ing Jesus Christ (vv. 20-22) ? 

Sunday, May 15 

II PETER 3:1-10 (1) What is Peter's 
purpose in writing this epistle? What 
are his readers to remember and why 
(v. 3)? (2) How do wy. 5-7 illustrate 
that God always keeps His word? (3) 
Are you willingly ignorant of this truth? 
(4) What is always the answer to the 
question of v. 4? See vv. 8-9. Memorize 
v. 9. 

Monday, May 16 

II PETER 3:11-18 (1) What practical 


effect does the certainty of Christ’s com- 
ing in judgment have on my life (vv. 
11-14)? (2) What is the ultimate hope 
of the Christian (v. 13) ? Compare with 
I Cor. 15:24. (3) Peter was Paul’s con- 
temporary. Note Peter’s classification of 
Paul’s epistles as Scripture. Who gives 
the wisdom mentioned in v. 15? See 
James 1:5. (4) Read v, 18. Review 
carefully what you have come to know 
of the character and work of Jesus Christ 
in this epistle. 

Tuesday, May 17 

JupE (1) What is the author’s purpose 
in this epistle (vv. 3-4)? (2) The des- 
criptions in vv. 5-16 parallel II Peter 2. 
Meditate on vv. 12-13. (3) How are we 
to deal with false teachers (v. 9) ? Com- 


pare with II Timothy 2:15-16, 24-26. 
(4) What is the preparation for con- 
tending for the faith? See vv. 3, 20. 
(5) What should be the attitude of a 
Christian toward the three groups of un- 
believers (v. 22)? What is Jude’s goal 
for the believers? (6) Memorize vv. 24- 
25. 

Wednesday, May 18 

ECCLESIASTES 1 (1) Ecclesiastes is the 
record of an experimenter who sought 
for permanent value in life. As you 
read the record of his experiments make 
a list of his qualifications and of the 
extent of his researches. Was he qual- 
ified for the task? Are his results con- 
clusive? (2) Does v. 2 cast reflection on 
God as Creator? Is there any hope to 
be found amidst the vanity (Romans 
8:20)? While vanity may be an object 
of devotion (Psalm 4:2) or aspiration 
(Ps, 24:4) is it God’s will for us (John 
6:40)? (3) Put the pronouns “I” and 
“my” in v. 3 and then answer the ques- 
tion as to the value of your life. Answer 
also Jesus’ question in Matt. 16:26 and 
consider Eph. 2:10; Phil, 2:13. 
Thursday, May 19 

ECCLESIASTES 2 (1) See what Webster's 
dictionary says of “hedonism” and as- 
sess this philosophical school of thought 
in the light of vv. 1-2. (2) What do 
you think of the writer’s purpose as 
stated in v, 3? To get life with a capital 
“L” we start from above and come down 
(print it yourself and see). Ecclesiastes 
started on the horizontal and all he had 
was a minus sign. What did our Lord 
say about this in Jn. 15:5? (3) How 
can you get Ecclesiastes “‘out of the red” 
as he appears in v. 11 (Col, 3:23-24) ? 
(4) Why is finite man not satisfied with 
temporary joy (v. 10), wisdom (v. 13), 
accomplishment (v. 24) ? Why must he 
have permanent, eternal values (Jn. 
3:16)? 

Friday, May 20 

ECCLESIASTES 3:1-4:6 (1) Make a list 
of the things the writer really believes 
about the nature of God and His activ- 
ities in connection with man from to- 
day's passage. Does he work out the im- 
plications of his faith? If he did so, 
would he have grounds for peace and 








assurance? (2) Do you have conflicts, 
uncertainties, doubts? Do you fight the 
same battles, about the same things, over 
and over again? If you worked out the 
implications of what you really believe 
would you have conclusive evidence, en- 
during “‘substance” (Heb, 11:1) and 
victory (I Jn. 5:4)? (3) Have you yet 
emulated the “house of Jacob” (Obad. 
17)? 

Saturday, May 21 

ECCLESIASTES 4:7-5:9 (1) Has modern 
civilization found a remedy for the lone- 
liness of 4:7-12? Has the Christian an 
answer (Mt, 28:20; Heb. 13:5)? (2) 
Do you, in Christian service, know the 
strength and blessing of the “threefold 
cord” (4:12) or are you an individual- 
ist? Does the “lone wolf” fulfill the 
Christian ideal (Jn. 17:21, 23; Eph. 
4:13-16) ? (3) What does it mean to 
“fear” God (5:7)? Is this fear super- 
seded in the New Testament (I Peter 
2:17; Hebrews 12:28-29)? What ef- 
fects will be apparent in the individual 
or group of Christians when this fear 
is lacking? (4) Is there any solution to 
the problem of the “rights of man” in 
5:8? Why isn’t “He that is higher than 
the highest” invoked in the councils of 
the United Nations? 

Sunday, May 22 

ECCLESIASTES 5:10-6:12 (1) Is 5:10 
true? How would you justify this state- 
ment? Where is real satisfaction to be 
found (Jn. 6:35)? In what measure 
do you possess it? (2) To what extent 
should eternity enter into calculations 
regarding wealth (5:15; 6:12; Job 
1:21)? Is it true that “You can’t take 
it with you” (Mt. 6:19-20)? How is 
your heavenly bank balance? Can you 
tell (Mt. 6:21)? (3) Have you yet 
assessed the value of the book of Ec- 
clesiastes? (Are you keeping up the lists 
suggested in the first note on chapter 1 ?) 

Would this do: ‘‘Faith is the only alter- 

native to complete cynicism” ? (4) Com- 
pare 2:11 with II Cor. 5:7 for these op- 

posing principles: cynicism and faith. 

To what extent is your life governed by 
the latter? 


Monday, May 23 
ECCLESIASTES 7 (1) Scripture is con- 


centrated stuff. Expand v, 3 in the light 


36 


of Phil. 4:4; I Pet. 1:6; Neh. 8:10; 
II Cor. 7:9-10. (2) Do you agree with 
v, 20 as applying to others? to your- 
self? Are these statements true of you— 
Jer. 17:9; Isa. 64:6; Rom. 7:18? Are 
you fooling anyone (I Jn. 1:8)? (3) 
Could you box and beat Joe Louis? Do 
you know your other limitations (vv. 
23-24)? What is a wisdom which 
doesn’t know its limitations (I Cor. 1:20 
-21) ? Can limitations be a blessing (II 
Cor. 12:9) ? 

Tuesday, May 24 

ECCLESIASTES 8:1-9:10 (1) Are you 
keeping up your list of the positive ele- 
ments in Ecclesiastes? Anything to add 
in 8:5, 12, 13; 9:1, 10? Are you facing 
up to the challenge of the negative elem- 
ents? Can they be adequately answered ? 
(2) Why isn’t God’s justice more speed- 
ily executed (8:11; II Pet. 3:9; Mt. 13: 
30)? (3) Has Ecclesiastes the last word 
on the hereafter (9:5,10)? Why not 
(II Tim. 1:10) ? What awaits (a) those 
who die in Christ (Phil. 1:23; Lk. 23:- 
43; II Cor. 5:8); (b) those who die in 
their sins (Mk. 9: 43-48; Lk, 16:23) ? 
Wednesday, May 25 

ECCLESIASTES 9:11-10:20 (1) Influence 
is a mighty factor (9:18). Do you count 
for good or evil (Rom. 14:7)? How 
can we count most for Christ (Acts 4:- 
13)? (2) Are there any dead flies (10:- 
1) spoiling your “sweet savour of 
Christ” (II Cor. 2:15; Mt. 5:16; II Cor. 
13:5)? (3) The law of retribution 
(10:8-9), a manifestation of the relation 
between cause and effect, works also in 
the spiritual realm (Gal. 6:7-8). What 
sort of a crop are you raising (Rom. 
8:13; Jn. 15:5, 8) ? 

Thursday, May 26 

ECCLESIATES 11, 12 (1) Have you any 
seed to sow (11:6; Mk. 4:14) ? Are you 
getting it sown (II Tim 4:2; II Cor. 9:- 
6)? What goes with sowing (Acts 6:- 
4)? Are you asking for “increase” 
(1 Cor, 3:6-7)? (2) Read chapter 12 
aloud a couple of times and get the 
poetry of it, an example of the “beauti- 
ful” in 3:11. (3) Expand 12:7 in the 
light of I Cor. 15:52-58; Heb, 12:22- 
24; I Jn. 3:1-2 and see if your con- 
clusion is the same as that in 12:8. In 
what sense is 12:8 a justifiable con- 


clusion? (4) In connection with 12:13 


see I Jn. 5:3 and Lk. 10:27. Is love in 
Scripture, emotion or ethic? Can it be 


coterminous with character? Pray 
through I Corinthians 13. 
Friday, May 27 


PROVERBS 10:1-17 (1) What are the 
prerequisites of sound living mentioned 
in wy, 1-5? (2) Consider vv. 6-14 ip 
the light of James 3:8-10. How does 
my speech compare with that mentioned 
in v. lla? (3) What is my attitude to. 
ward reproof (v, 17) ? 

Saturday, May 28 

PROVERBS 10:18-32 (1) What warnings 
concerning speech are found in wv, 18. 
19; 31-32? (2) Meditate on wv. 20-21 
in the light of Isaiah 58:10-11, (3) 
What is unique about blessing from 
God's hand (v. 22) ? 

Sunday, May 29 

PROVERBS 11:1-23 (1) Meditate on w. 
5-6 in the light of personal experience 
and observation. (2) What social impli- 
cation concerning the welfare of the ma- 
jority is found in vv. 10-11? (3) Com- 
pare v. 13 with I Cor, 13:5-7. (4) Con- 
sider v, 20 in the light of personal sin 
and compare with Prov. 4:23. Read I 
John 1:9, 

Monday, May 30 

PROVERBS 11:24-12:14 (1) What prin- 
ciples concerning money and material 
possessions are found in wv. 24-28? (2) 
What kind of wisdom feeds and draws 
a soul (v. 30) ? See 9:10. (3) Compare 
11:22 and 12:4 with Proverbs 31:10-31. 
Tuesday, May 31 

REVELATION 1:1-20 Key-note: hope for 
God’s persecuted saints. (1) Who is re- 
vealed? Who is the source of the revela- 
tion? In v. 2 ‘the word and the witness 
(testimony)” is an amplified phrase for 
the gospel. Into what circumstances did 
John’s faithfulness to the gospel lead 
him? See v, 9. Note the threefold bless- 
ing in v, 3. (2) For whom is the un- 
veiling (vv. 4-11) ? Consider Him in v. 
5. List some reasons as given in vv, 5b-8 
why I should ever ascribe praise to my 
Saviour. (3) Through whom is the rev- 
elation given? See vv. 9-11. What are 
some conditions conducive to a vision of 
the Lord Jesus? In vv. 12-16 how is the 
character of the Son of Man delineated? 
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NEWS OF THE CAMPUS -ontinned rom back cover 


@ The University of Hawaii IVCF 
chapter comes forward this month with 
its first report for News of the Campus, 
snt in by Betty Au. She tells how a 
small group of ten had been meeting for 
prayer daily, asking God to send them 
someone who could help them establish 
a really effective witness for Christ on 
that campus, He answered that prayer 
by sending Gwen Wong, IVCF staff 
member, Attendance at the daily prayer 
meetings and at the “one big weekly 
meeting’ has increased, until now there 
are nearly thirty members. A constitution 
and other details of organization have 
been worked out, and the chapter is now 
awaiting official acceptance by univer- 
sity officials. 

Between semesters, a group of 23 stu- 
dents went off for a three-day conference 
at Camp Kailani. The theme was ‘That I 
May Know Him.” Writes Betty: “We 
have returned inspired, determined, and 
encouraged. In all, our schedule con- 
sisted of two morning lectures, two open 
discussions immediately following these 
lectures, two evening discussions, and 
two night messages. Pertinent topics such 
as the Quiet Time and group and Bible 
leadership were discussed. The camp was 
brought to a grand finale with a campfire 
testimony meeting. Truly each one can 
say after this camp that he received a 
deeper insight of Jesus Christ.” Betty 
asks prayer for this chapter as it en- 
deavors to witness for Him on a campus 


| Where the majority of the 4,000 students 


are without Christ. 


® Western Michigan College IVCF mem- 
bers are co-operating with several evan- 
gelical churches of Kalamazoo in present- 
ing a Sunday evening supper and discussion 
open to all college students. Some of the 
topics for discussion are ‘‘Is the Christian 
Faith Relevant Today"? ‘‘Making God Per- 
sonal Through Prayer"’ “Is There Purpose in 
life?” ‘Making God Personal Through Bible 
Study.” The WMC chapter opened the sem- 
ester with a series of weekly lectures on 
“The Meaning of Christianity.” 


e The Iowa State Teachers College 
gfoup reports a steady growth in atten- 
dance at the d.p.m. A round table dis- 


cussion by three fellows and one girl on 
“The Christian's Place in Politics’ at a 
recent meeting was interesting and 
worthwhile, This chapter has not only 
one, but three, Christian profs who are 
interested in the group. They got to- 
gether recently and treated the chapter to 
a bobsled ride and hamburger fry. 


e Christian students at Bradley Univer- 
sity are rejoicing over the provision of a 
faculty sponsor, who is a “real, born- 
again Christian and has a love for lost 
souls."’ They have been praying for such a 
sponsor for two years. Bradley recently 
resumed the daily prayer meeting and be- 
gan the study of Ephesians. 


e The Penn State Bible Fellowship 
took part in the Religion-in-Life Week 
on campus the end of February, repre- 
sented by IVCF staff members Barbara 
Dixon and Mary Elizabeth Steele. Dur- 
ing that week, Barbara and “Missy” 
spoke at seminars to mixed groups, and 
at dinner meetings in some of the sorori- 
ties and fraternities. Several students 
came to know Christ as their personal 
Saviour as a result. 


e@ Baker University, Emporia State 
Teachers College, Kansas State College, 
Ottawa University, Sterling College, Uni- 
versity of Kansas, Washburn University, 
Wichita University, Arkansas City Junior 
College, and Kansas City University sent 
215 students to the state-wide Kansas Con- 
ference on February 19, held at Lawrence. 
General Secretary C. Stacey Woods was the 
speaker. The conference closed with a 
banquet and the last message in Mr. 
Woods’ series on: ‘‘God: The Father, The 
Son, and The Holy Spirit." 


The Kansas groups have begun produc- 
ing their own Kansas Intercessor to supple- 
ment the regular IVCF Intercessor. Each 


chapter will take its turn at preparing and 
printing it. 


e The New York CNF recently dis- 
tributed New Testaments to the fresh- 


man class at the Columbia Presbyterian 
Medical Center. 


@ Twelve students have received Christ 
as Saviour at lowa State College since 
Christmas. Five of these were Chinese— 
two of whom have already left to return 
to China. 


e From the Cornell chapter, Bill 
Pelletier writes that eight students have 
acknowledged Christ as their Saviour 
during the past semester. ‘Most of these 
came to know Christ,” he says, ‘through 
the consistent positive witness of Chris- 
tian friends who were praying for them, 
We feel. that now our responsibility is to 
help them grow in the faith. To do this 
we are providing each with a subscrip- 
tion to His and copies of Henceforth, 
Quiet Time, and Sacrifice. Older Chris- 
tians take them ‘under their wing’ and 
aid them with Bible study and perplex- 
ing problems.” 


Between semesters, the Cornell group 
had a five-day conference in the lodge at 
Mt. Pleasant. They cut their own fire- 
wood, cooked their own meals, and gen- 
erally roughed it as they enjoyed winter 
sports, Bible study and discussion, and 
plenty of good fellowship. They are 
praying that their testimony to several 
non-Christians present will result in defi- 
nite profession of salvation. 


e@ Members of the Penn Christian Fel- 
lowship (University of Pennsylvania), im- 
pressed by the realization that if only 
1000 students gave one dime a day the 
entire expense of IVCF in other lands could 
be underwritten, have provided them- 
selves with Individual dime banks for the 
purpose. 

During the month of February, the Penn 
chapter sponsored a series of three lec- 
tures by Dr. Francis R. Steele on “Arch- 
aeology and the Bible.” Dr. Steele, a con- 
tributing editor of HIS and formerly an 


(Continued on page 32) 
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© The seven from the lowa State 
Teachers College 1VCF group in Cedar 
Falls, Iowa, who attended the Mission- 
ary Convention at Urbana, came back 
with glowing reports—and plenty of 
good missionary-reading. The literature 
is busily passing from member to mem- 
ber these days. 


® Members of the missionary study 


group at the University of Kansas meet at 
noon every Friday in the university chapel 
to offer special prayer for individyal mis- 
sionaries and to study various phases of 
missionary activity. This takes a full noon 
hour, of course, which means no lunch. 
So, at the close of the meeting, each 
student puts in the missionary offering the 
amount he would ordinarily have spent 
for lunch. 


@ February was Missionary Empha- 
sis Month at the University of Buffalo 
IVCF chapter. Some of the highlights: 
the service at the City Mission conducted 
by members; a social evening with the 
FMF chapter from Buffalo Bible Insti- 
tute, climaxed by a message from the 
Rev. Karl Goldberg; an inspirational 
meeting with the Rev. Mr. and Mrs. 
Felber, missionaries to Cuba; and a gift 
of twenty-five dollars from the chapter 
for the ministry of Inter-Varsity in other 
lands. 


® The chapter at St. Cloud Teachers 


College (Minnesota) held a Missionary Em- 
phasis Week in February. The Rev. Walter 
Cross, just home from Bolivia, and the Rev. 
Richard Strom, just leaving for India, spent 
the week on the campus showing slides, 
giving lectures, and holding personal con- 
ferences. 


© The McGill Christian Fellowship 
(Montreal) had a visit recently from one 
of its alumni, Fred Denton, who showed 


films and related some of bis experience 


as a ‘‘nonprofessional’’ missionary in 
Costa Rica. Mr. Denton assisted Ruth 
Petty in IVCF work in San Jose for a 
time, 


© Neil Fick, of the Minnesota Christian 
Fellowship, had the opportunity of giving 
a brief report on the Urbana Missionary 
Convention to the Student Council of Re- 
ligion at the University of Minnesota. 


© The chapter down at the Univer- 
sity of Vurginia celebrated Lincoln's 
birthday with a special missionary meet- 
ing. The Rev. George Fisk of the Chris- 
tian and Missionary Alliance showed 
films of his work among the Dyaks, a 
headhunter tribe of Borneo. The week 
which included Washington's birthday 
was the occasion for a special series of 
lectures on the book of Romans brought 
by Mr. Donald B. Fullerton, well known 
in eastern IVCF circles, Earle Ellis, who 
sent in the report on Virginia, writes: 
“Our group here is still small. Pray for 
us that we may have more zeal and be- 
come more effective in our witness for 


Jesus here. Christian greetings to you 
all.” 


® The Christian Nurses Fellowship 
group at Broadiawn’s Hospital in DesMoines 
have been used of the Lord in giving en- 
couragement to the newly formed CNF at 


= . Ts 


lawa Lutheran Hospital and also in hel 
a Bible study get started at Methodist Hes. 
pital. Another service activity has been q 
nurses’ gospel team which has held ser. 
vices in a number of the city churches, 
® Rockford, Illinois, has two new 
CNF chapters—one at the Swedish 
American, the other at Rockford Memor. 
tal Hospital. 
® The Sparrow Hospital School of Nurs- 
ing at Lansing reports an average atten- 
dance of ‘twenty at the weekly Bible study 


—a good record for a group less than three 
months old. 


@ Every Tuesday night, alumni of 
the Minnesota Christian Fellowship get 
together for Bible study and prayer. 

® The Foreign Missions Fellowship 
chapter at Wheaton College has an early 
morning prayer meeting every day of the 
week except Sunday, and we mean early 
—seven o'clock! Besides this, nineteen dif- 
ferent prayer groups, each of them repre- 
senting a distinct mission field (Central 
America, Europe, French Indo-China, etc.) 
or missionary activity (translation, radio, 
aviation, etc.) meet Wednesday evening 
for special intercession. 


@ Seventy-one students of the Uni- 
versity of California IVCF-FMF ‘sat 
down to a sumptuous Chinese dinner on 
February 18, prepared by Chinese girls 
who are members of the FMF. Twenty- | 
two of the diners were newcomers to 
the U.S. fiom China; theirs was the job 
of teaching the Occidentals how to use 
chopsticks! The program included a 
Swedish soloist, a film of the Rose Par- 
ade, chorus-singing, and a clear presenta- 
tion of the gospel by a Berkeley pastor. 
The result was that several of the Chi- 
nese students have shown definite inter- 
est, with one expressing his desire to 
become a Christian. 

(Continued on inside cover) 








